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nek is 3oth anniversary 
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with Tom Robinson, Tony Benn and very special guests to be announced 
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Visit the Searchlight Magazine website to 
access articles from the latest and previous 
issues of the magazines. 
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The storm that followed the storm 

Untold numbers died from rains, winds and floods, More uncounted 
were killed by dehydration, starvation and neglect, Hospitals 
operated without electricity, water or food for the staff and patients, 
Homes > 


Author: Dr Richard Pankhurst | Date: October 2005 

The Italian Fascist invasion of Ethiopia 

Seventy years ago the armies of Fascist Italy invaded Ethiopia, then 
internationally widely known as Abyssinia, without the courtesy of 
any declaration of war, >> 


september 2005 
Author: Tony Barrett | Date: September 2005 
Liverpool grieves for victim of racist murder 


Tony Barrett, a journalist working for the Liverpool Echo, reports from 
the city on its reaction to an appalling racist murder > > 
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26 International roundup FN under the hammer; 
Romanian fascists voted out; NPD faces fraud enquiry; 
Serbian nazi leader charged; Anti-fascist murdered in Pilsen 


27 Holocaust deniers silenced by Graeme Atkinson 


28 Sweden Disunity hits Salem march, by Mikael Ekman 


29 Spain Intolerance grows after murder of anti-fascist, 
by Miriam Moninski 


30 Germany Shops aid spread of nazism, by Gunnar André 


31 Italy International camp aims to provoke, 


by Alfio Bernabei 


32 France Grandiose ambitions mask national- 
revolutionaries’ lack of ideology, by Taz 


33 Belgium No happy birthday for the VB, 
by Wim Haelsterman 


34 Russia Extremist named as ambassador to Nato, 
by Graeme Atkinson 


34 Hungary Hungarian Guard accused of racism 


The duty of politicians 

Election campaigns can bring out the best and 
worst in politicians. Some rise to the occasion 
and grow in stature, others shrink. There is 
nothing more unpleasant than the use of the race 
card for political gain. 

This is what is happening in the United States, 
in the Clinton election campaign in particular. 
Last month they and their supporters began 
briefing about rival Barack Obama's ethnicity and 
spreading the word that he could not appeal to 
white voters. This was no accident or innocent 
observation. This is America, where race has been 
a crucial component of its identity and political 
struggle for so many years. Raising it now is 
designed to reignite passions and prejudices. 

It is a warning to all election candidates here, 
particularly in London, not to play fast and loose 
with race. As this issue of Searchlight illustrates, 
this can only benefit the BNP. 


Tackling extremism 

The threat of “extremism” is once again occupying 
the minds of our government. Several ministers 
last month promised to introduce new initiatives 
to crack down on extremism on the internet, on 
campus and in mosques. Searchlight believes it is 
important to tackle all extremism, and that 


includes the hate-peddlers of the far right, be they 
the BNP with its deliberate use of the Big Lie 
to whip up suspicion and hatred, or the Combat 18 
thugs at the hate website Redwatch, which 
continues to operate freely. 

Extremists feed off each other and justify their 
own existence through the threat posed by the 
other. You cannot end one form of extremism while 
ignoring another. 


Electoral commission 

We continue to be baffled by the behaviour of the 
Electoral Commission. Whereas it is in overdrive 
passing files to the police about mainstream 
politicians, it continues to ignore calls to 
investigate the BNP. Over the past couple of years 
a number of people and organisations, including 
Searchlight, have written to the Commission to 
highlight irregularities in the BNP’s recording and 
accounting systems. We understand that even a 
former BNP treasurer contacted the Commission 
with allegations of serious wrongdoing. The BNP 
fails to submit timely accounts, fails to report 
donations and has illegally appealed for money 
from abroad and yet the Commission takes no 
notice. 


Hope not hate 

This month Searchlight launches its Hope not 
Hate 2008 campaign. It is vital that we prevent the 
BNP from making a significant breakthrough in 
London. To make this happen we need your 
support, so please get in touch and get involved. 
Together we can beat the BNP. ~= 


www.hopenot 


ate.org.uk 


By Nick Lowles 


his month Searchlight launches 
its campaign to stop the British 
National Party from winning 
seats in the London Assembly. 
Our objectives are simple. We need to 
prevent the BNP from gaining the 5% 
in the London list vote that would give 
it one seat, the 8% which would gain it 
two and the 11% which would see the 
party win three. 

Over the next three months we will 
undertake our largest, most targeted 
and sophisticated campaign to date. 
We will adapt the lessons from recent 
campaigns across the country and bring 
in new techniques that have been 
pioneered in the United States. 

Given the size of the London 
constituency, with around 5.3 million 
potential voters, there will be a much 
bigger emphasis on internet and email 
campaigning, though this will not come 


LONDON: A world in one city 


“i ) Let's vote for our 


at the expense of community work, 
especially the enthusing of minority 
communities and the mobilisation of 
faith communities. 

There must be no pretending that our 
task is straightforward. In last May’s 
local elections the BNP polled 14.7% in 
the 742 wards it contested across the 
country. The highest average regional 
vote was in the Eastern region where 
the party achieved 19% of the vote in 
the 65 wards contested. The lowest 
regional vote was 11.1% in the South 
West, where the BNP fielded 34 
candidates. If even its lowest regional 
average was replicated in London then 
the BNP would be on the verge of 
winning three seats on the Assembly. 

The BNP is hopeful of success. 
In the 2006 local elections the party 
polled 41% in the wards it contested 
in Barking and Dagenham. It gained 
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councillors in Havering and Redbridge, 
and overall it averaged 25% of the vote 
in the 27 wards it contested. 

Its prospects will also be boosted 
by the virtual collapse of the UK 
Independence Party, whose London 
Assembly representatives now sit as the 
One London party. In the last London 
Assembly elections, contested in 2004 
on the same day as the European 
elections, the UKIP polled 8.8% of the 
London list vote. This support is now 
up for grabs and research has indicated 
that much of it may cross to the BNP. 

It is no wonder then that the BNP 
is prioritising London this year. 
The region has so far not been affected 
by the internal party feuds and 
Nick Griffin, the party leader, knows 
that even one place on the London 
Assembly will attract more media 
attention than several council election 
victories around the country. 

The election will also be an important 
dry run for next year’s all-important 
European elections. Victory here, rather 
than in London on its own, would 
take the BNP out of the political 
margins. Each MEP would receive 
at least £200,000 a year in salary and 
allowances, so would be able to employ 
several BNP members as staff, but 
just as importantly MEPs would give 
the fascists a credibility they currently 
do not have. 


Mobilising the majority 

So, given all of the above, is it certain 
the BNP will win? Absolutely not, but 
we will only be successful in preventing 
a BNP victory if we can launch the 


_ 


London: a world in one city 


making a donation. 
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biggest anti-BNP campaign to date. 
And that means people getting active 
and increasing turnout. 

As our table below shows, increasing 
the turnout will make it significantly 
harder for the BNP. So increasing the 
turnout is our key priority. 

London has particular groups that 
need to be mobilised. One third of 
Londoners are immigrants or the 
children of immigrants and this figures 
rises greatly if you include people who 
have moved into the capital from other 


parts of the UK. 


Approximate BNP votes required in relations to percentage turnout 


(based on 2004 electoral base“) 


Spread the message. Order some leaflets and distribute them 
among your colleagues, within your union or in your community. 
Better still, get involved or even help set up a local Hope not Hate group. 

Volunteer. Searchlight desperately needs volunteers to help us run 

our London campaign. If you have some spare time and would like 
to help please get in touch immediately. 

Donate. Everything costs money and we simply do not have enough 

to run the campaign we would like to run. Show your support by 


arohilatoKolbl maatelcemlaicolannt-leceuae-leceleime|-iaelare 
involved, visit www-hopenothate.org.uk. 


Sign up. Show your support for our London by signing up to our 
Hope not Hate campaign on our Hope not Hate website. We will 
then be able to keep you informed of our activities. 


Tell your friends. Searchlight has created a simple email which you 

can send on to your friends and family. It highlights the threat of the 
BNP, why it is vital to vote (and register to vote if you have not already 
done so) and how you can get involved. 


The capital is far more socially liberal 
and tolerant than other parts of the 
UK. Research has shown repeatedly 
that Londoners are 20% more liberal 
in their social attitudes than people in 
other regions. 

Many Londoners love London 
precisely because of its diversity. It is a 
“World in One City”, a fact that gave us 
the Olympics and gives it an identity 
unlike anywhere else. Warts and all, it is 
the most multicultural city in the world. 

We cannot take it for granted that 
our Londoners will come out and vote. 
They will need to be reminded, cajoled 
and encouraged. There is genuine outrage 
and horror among so many ordinary 
people when the threat of the BNP is 


Turnout (%) Total votes cast 1 seat 2 seats 3 seats explained. However, often it is expressed 
372 1,921,570 96,079 153,726 211,373 only when the threat is explained and 
40 7.079.058 103,953 166 325 398 696 over the next couple of months it is vital 
eal : : : that anti-fascists get to speak to as many 
42.5 2,208,999 110,450 176,720 242,990 people and groups as possible. 
45 2,338,941 116,947 187,115 257,284 The internet will be vital in this. 
57.8% 3,040,623 152,031 243,250 334,469 There are over four million people 
a8 registered to vote in London. There are 


another million who are of voting age 
but are not yet registered. It would be 
foolhardy to believe that we can speak 
to anything but a fraction of these > 


(1) It is estimated that an additional 600,000 people are eligible to vote compared to 2004 
(2) Turnout in the 2004 London Assembly election 
(3) Turnout in London in the 2005 general election 


people so the internet and email 
networks provide the best way to spread 
our message more widely. 

Searchlight is fortunate to be able to 
draw on the skills of political and 
community campaigners in the United 
States. They have shared their 
experiences, provided us with free 
software and given us advice about 
internet campaigning. Anyone who has 
visited our updated website or received 
one of our weekly email bulletins has, 
we hope, noticed improvements in 
recent weeks. 

Our changes appear to be paying 
dividends. In December over 34,000 
unique users (different computers) 
visited our Stop the BNP site, viewing 
over 400,000 pages. This was a massive 
increase over previous months and can 
only be considered a taster for the real 
campaign over the next few weeks. 


Welcome 
Searchlight is kicking off its London 
effort later this month with a 
“Welcome” campaign. Our opening 
salvo is “Welcome the stranger you 
once were”. It is an attempt to remind 
people that London is a city of 
immigration, be it from abroad or from 
other parts of the UK. 

It is also intended to be a positive 
reminder that the diversity of London is 


Name. 


; £ the everyday life of 
gration is part and parcel o y 
leaner Hs boosts the economy and enriches 
| our communities. y Ki 
London is & world inone city. Let's be proud of ae 
To show your support for modern London sign 
‘Love London’ petition. 


f Visit wwwchopenothate.org.uk/tondon { S ian 
B,'Ph or fill out the form on the right. 


Return this card to 
Searchlight, PO Box 


Support the Welcome campaign 


1576, tiford, Essex 4G5 ONG 


don. wwwhopenothate.org.uk 
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5 and 16 March 


Hope not hate activities will take place right across 


the capital over this weekend. Get active, spread the 
message in support of our London. 
Visit www.hopenothate.org.uk for more information, 
or if you would like to organise an activity in your 
_ own area, please contact Nick Lowles at 


_ welcome@hopenothate.org.uk. 


something to celebrate. It is a world in 
one city and most of us love it for that 
very reason. 

This is only the start. Searchlight and 
its union, faith and community partners 
have drawn up a three-month rolling 
programme of action that will take us to 
polling day. Each activity will hopefully 
lead neatly into the next and all the time 
we hope to be raising the profile of our 
campaign and the importance of voting 
for our London. 

Over the weekend of 15-16 March 
we will hold activities across the capital. 
From attending church services to 
running town centre stalls, 
mass leafleting of estates to 
community meetings, there 
will be something for every- 


Ab Seater one to do. In the process we 
peers a hope to reach out to hun- 


—— dreds of thousands of people 
right across London. 


| would like 


“Welcome the stranger you once were” is the opening salvo of 


our London campaign. It is a reminder that London always has 


been a city of immigration and we are hoping to use this to 
Ce leyqelicid(oletya(-ceyr-Jefeltiaiai(-Melitelelii-i(-tadfelaty 


The campaign focuses on real people who have moved to 
London at some stage of their lives. It is a poster and postcard 


Name 


But none of this can happen without 
your help. Searchlight has thousands of 
readers in London and there is a role 
for everyone. Some people might be 
prepared to deliver leaflets or staff Hope 
not Hate stalls in shopping centres, 
others might prefer to work quietly 
within their own community networks. 
Yet others may be able to do none of 
these but could still spread the word to 
their friends and family by email. 

Searchlight cannot stress _ the 
importance of the London elections 
enough. A significant BNP break- 
through here will give the party a major 
platform for the European elections. 
We urge all of our readers to do 
whatever they can to get involved in 
the campaign. ~= 


B Next month Searchlight will focus on 
the campaign against the BNP outside 
London 


postcards 


Address 


campaign and their stories will be available to read on the new 


London section of our website. 


Email 


You can show your support by signing up to the Welcome 


campaign on our website (www.hopenothate.org.uk) and you 
can order “Welcome” postcards to spread the message. 


500 postcards = £18.00 
2,500 postcards = £50.00 
10,000 postcards = £145.00 


250 postcards = £10.00 
1,000 postcards = £27.00 
5,000 postcards = £73.00 


Postcode 


Please make cheques payable to 
“Searchlight” 

and return your order to Searchlight, 
PO Box 1576, Ilford |G5 ONG. 


You can also order these postcards on 
our website www.hopenothate.org.uk. 


FEBRUARY 2008 SEARCHLIGHT APPEAL 


£10,000 todefeatthe BNP “= 


PLEASE SUPPORT SEARCHLIGHT’S HOPE NOT HATE CAMPAIGN 


TO SEE Searchlight's plans turned into reality we need your support. We need you to get 
involved in our campaigns around the country and we need the money to fund them. 


To achieve everything we want to achieve we have to raise £10,000 on top of the money 
we raise from national unions and grant funders over the next four weeks. This will help 
us pay for more local leaflets for more areas. It will help us pay for the phone calls that will 
help identify the anti-BNP voters and make sure they vote on the day, and it will help us 
begin to develop longer-term community development work. 


Here’s how your money can be spent: 


G 
£10 can pay for an evening's telephone canvassing by one person o 
55 
£25 can pay for 200 direct mail letters to identified anti-BNP voters in key wards- Boxer Amit Khan 
Ufo) ofelatcelolulg 
PAO alo) 0\-3 not 
£50 an pay for 2,500 leaflets al Hate campaign 
K KY 
£100 can pay for 1,000 campaign badges ony 


£250 can pay for a full-colour ward leaflet 


£500 «can pay for 6,000 Hope not Hate balloons IS 


£1,000 can pay for a newspaper advert 


Every penny raised will go straight to our campaign fund. The more we raise, the more 
we can do. The more we do, the more we can stop the BNP. The more we stop the BNP, 


; ‘ ; A 45,000 Searchlight 

the better life will be. It’s that simple. seusceniens wer 
delivered on one 

TOGETHER WE CAN BEAT THE BNP day in Sandwell 


| would like to support the Hope Not Hate campaign 


lenclosea£ donation towards the campaign. (cheques/PO to Searchlight) 
Name 
Address 
Postcode 
Email Telephone 


Please return this form to Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
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The rebels ride off int 


The rebellion peters out and the outcasts are left with little choice but to go it alone. 
Nick Lowles reports on the latest developments in the internal feud that threatens to 
derail the electoral fortunes of the British National Party. 


s Searchlight was going to press 

dozens of rebels were meeting 

in a parish hall in Brinsley, 

Nottingham, to discuss the next 
move in their dispute against the BNP 
leadership. However, there were few 
options on the table and despite their 
protestations of loyalty to the party a 
split was the inevitable outcome. 

It had been almost two months since 
Nick Griffin moved against his internal 
critics. On 8 December his security 
team entered the home of Sadie 
Graham, then the party’s head of group 
development, and removed her 
computer. Simultaneously another team 
was trying to access the home of Kenny 
Smith, the party’s administration 
officer. A day later both were sacked 
from their jobs and issued with 
expulsion notices. 

That led to a wave of protests from 
other party members. Over the next few 
weeks over 60 local party officers, 
including 10 councillors, signed up to 
an online petition in support. 

The initial focus of the rebellion 
was the immediate reinstatement of 
Graham and Smith and the removal 
of Mark Collett and David Hannam 
from their respective posts as head of 
publicity and deputy treasurer. 

However, as Griffin stood his ground 
and unleashed his own dogs of war on 
the rebel leaders it was his own position 
that became the target of the rebellion. 

Over Christmas he announced that 
eight of the rebel leaders were to be 
expelled from the party and issued an 
ultimatum to those who had gone “on 
strike” in sympathy. But the deadline for 
them to renounce the rebellion passed 
without any action. 

Last month the rebels announced 
their intention to challenge Griffin’s 
chairmanship in June, the only time the 
party's constitution allows a leadership 
election, but it became clear almost 
immediately that this strategy was 
futile. As was so evident from Chris 
Jackson’s failed leadership bid last 


summer, Griffin as leader was in a 
position to decide the rules and that 
meant a two-week campaign and a 
ban on any election material being 
distributed to the membership. 

If Griffin was willing to “fix” an 
election against a challenger who had 
no chance from the outset, he was 
clearly going to make it even more 
difficult for a more serious challenger. 

Their next problem was finding a 
credible candidate. While publicly they 
were confident that the expelled rebel 
leaders would be reinstated this was not 
guaranteed and would only happen 
after a prolonged and expensive legal 
fight which was very unlikely to be 
settled by the summer. 

It is highly unlikely that Griffin will 
sit around and allow his rivals either to 
return to the party or to organise against 
him among those who are left. He is 
bound to look for every opportunity 
to expel or isolate those dissidents 
remaining in the party. 

Already he has replaced the regional 
organisers and some of the local 
group organisers who went “on strike”. 
Although some are of poor calibre, 
Griffin is determined to fill the vacuum 
and show that he does not believe any of 
the rebels are indispensable. 

The actions of the rebels are likely to 
assist Griffin. While they claim to be 
loyal to the party their new Voice of 
Change website also boasts that Voice 
of Change is “an umbrella group to 
assist candidates who wish to stand as 
independent nationalists in the local 
elections in May 2008 and in any 
local by-elections throughout the year”. 

BNP members who support an 
independent _nationalist’s _ election 
campaign, or heed the rebels’ call to 
starve the party of funds, are likely to be 
expelled preventing them from voting 
in any leadership election. And only 
members with five years’ continuous 
party membership may stand for 
election as chairman, excluding for a 
long time anyone who has been 


expelled even were their membership 
to be reinstated. 


On the offensive 

Griffin meanwhile has continued on 
the offensive. In mid-January the party 
organised a national Day of Action in 
London as the opening salvo for the 
May elections. The day was as much 
about internal party issues as it was 
about distributing leaflets. 

Activists were brought into London 
from across the country and in the 
evening about 120 gathered in a pub in 
Dagenham to hear speeches from 
Griffin, Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s 
London mayoral candidate, and Collett. 

Griffin has appointed new regional 
organisers in Scotland, Yorkshire, the 
East Midlands and the South East. 
Interestingly, he has appointed himself as 
organiser for the North West. 
While he claims this will allow him to 
help prepare the region for the 
2009 European election, in which he will 
be the lead candidate on the BNP list, it 
was in truth a move to block Jackson. 
Griffins leadership rival received 
overwhelming support for the regional 
organiser position in a North West 
organisers’ meeting but Griffin, who has 
the ultimate say on all appointments, 
rejected this, determined to prevent his 
rival from establishing a new power base. 

While Griffin has reined back on his 
public outbursts against the rebels on 
the party website he has continued to go 
on the offensive wherever possible. 
Writing in the January issue of Identity, 
the BNP’s monthly magazine, he 
accused the rebels of setting out to 
wreck the party for ulterior motives. 
He claimed they had engineered the 
crisis either to remove himself as leader 
or to cause the party to collapse 
altogether and accused them of working 
all the time with Searchlight as well as 
following the security services’ agenda. 

His response to a letter from Bradford 
BNP is typical of his combative stance. 


Last month the officers of Bradford 
BNP sent an official branch letter to 
him demanding the reinstatement of the 
rebel leaders and the sacking of Collett 
and Hannam. 

“We are effectively giving you 14 days 
notice to respond to this letter and deal 
with the action points listed above or 
else we will be considering our next 
actions,” the letter ended. 

Griffin did not need 14 days to pen 
his reply. In bullish style he wrote: 
“Since you have resigned as an officer of 
the BNP, and your fellow committee 
members likewise, I would be obliged if 
you would cease claiming otherwise.” 

After telling Ivan Winters, the 
Bradford letter’s signatory, that a new 
organiser had been appointed who in 
turn would pick his own committee, he 
finished with the words: “Whether you 
and others stay in the BNP as members, 
or leave to join Mr Smith’s future new 
party, is entirely a matter for yourselves 
to decide”. 

This uncompromising yet somewhat 
obvious reply was swiftly followed by the 
appointment of several other new 
organisers in Yorkshire to replace those 
“on strike”. One of these was in 


Harrogate, much to the horror of the local 
group’s former organiser Tom Linden. 
Another organiser out is Councillor 
Chris Beverley in Leeds. He too has 
been replaced by a Griffin lacky. 
Searchlight understands that Griffin 


and the new Yorkshire regional 
organiser Adrian Marsden are currently 
drawing up a list of several new branch 
organisers to replace the others “on 
strike” in this region where the rebels 
have wide support. 

And this is where the rebels’ real 
problem lies. Their belief that by going 
on strike they could hold the party to 
ransom and force Griffin to retreat has 
been exposed as nonsense. Griffin is 
proving willing and quite able to sweep 
them aside even if it means the BNP will 
suffer electorally in the short term and 
he is clearly sticking to his promise, 
made at the infamous Leeds meeting a 
week before Christmas, of drawing a 
line around the current Yorkshire set-up 
and starting again. 

The rebellion is confined to small 
pockets of the country and has stalled. 
With little leverage over the BNP 
leadership the rebels have no real 
choice but to make a formal break. 


Their current twin track policy of 


supporting independent _ nationalist 
candidates yet simultaneously preparing 
for a leadership challenge is unwork- 
able. Griffin will pick them off one by 
one until the rebellion collapses. 

Already former BNP branch officials 
in Hull and Bev Jones in Tameside have 
indicated their willingness to stand as 
independents. Surely it will not be long 
before whole swathes of West Yorkshire 
join them, including the all-important 
Kirklees area. 

Of course setting a new party up has 
its own problems, not least that the 
BNP has the name recognition and 
Griffin will do everything in his power 
to stand candidates against them and 
destroy them at every turn. However, if 
the rebels want to remain in nationalist 
politics they have little option. 

The rebels are riding off into 
the sunset but their destination is 
unknown. ~= 


i} For the latest developments 
onthe crisis in the BNP visit 
- www.stopthebnp.org.uk 


Investigation 


The internal dispute is likely to damage the BNP 
in the local elections in May. Nick Lowles looks at 
the potential effect of the loss of key BNP activists 


| WEST MIDLANDS 


Though solidly behind the 
leadership, the region has 
had its own problems over 
the past year. Political defeats 
in Sandwell, followed by the 
resignation of Simon Smith, 
the party's Black Country 
organiser, have resulted in 
the virtual collapse of one 
of the strongest branches in 
the country. 

There has been some 
discontent in the 
Birmingham branch but 
Griffin's recent visit appears 
to have hardened support 
among local organisers. 

The feud is unlikely to have 
an impact on the local 
elections. 


SOUTH EAST 


Weakened by the loss of its 
regional organiser, this has 
never been a very cohesive 
region so it is unlikely to be 
affected in May. There will be 
less local activity this year as 
activists will be encouraged 
to help out in London. 


and the rebels’ threat to field independent 
nationalist candidates. 


L] 


NORTH WEST 


Divided, the bulk of the region is Ib. 
backing the leadership but most 
of the organisers in Greater 
Manchester have gone. 
Worst affected are Oldham, 
Tameside, Stockport and Wigan. 
The rebels are likely to put 
forward independent nationalist 
candidates in Tameside 
and Stockport. 

Worried about giving Chris 
Jackson, his leadership rival last 
year, a platform, Griffin has 
decided to become the regional 
organiser in the North West and 
use it as a platform to head the 
party’s regional list in next year’s 
European election. 

If the rebels link up with the 
England First Party, which has 
emerged as a force in the East 
Lancashire area as a result of 
previous BNP infighting, the 
Griffin loyalists might find 
themselves facing a real 
challenge. The EFP is already 
likely to stand in Oldham, Wigan, 
Preston, Burnley and Blackburn. 


Untouched by the rebellion, the BNP 
in the region recently announced its 
intention to field 50 candidates in 

the May local elections. 


SOUTH WEST 


Though electorally insignificant, this 
region has provided members and 
donors. The region will put forward a 
limited number of candidates in May 
and is unlikely to be affected by the 
feud with the exception of Plymouth. 


SCOTLAND 


Most organisers and activists 
have joined the rebellion and 
they could certainly provide any 
new party with muscle and 
members. The Nick Griffin camp 
has little left in the region but it 
is not important electorally or 
financially for the party. 


NORTH EAST 


Solidly loyal to the BNP 
leadership, only one person has 
publicly joined the rebels. 
However, the BNP is not as 
strong in the region as its 
potential once suggested and 
key figures in Sunderland 

and County Durham have left in 
the past couple of years. 


EAST MIDLANDS 


Divided, the region is home to 
Sadie Graham, one of the rebel 
leaders, and boasts some of the 
largest and best organised 
branches in the country. 

While the Nottinghamshire and 
Lincolnshire branches appear 
fairly solidly behind the 
rebellion, other counties in the 
south of the region, notably 
Leicestershire and 
Northamptonshire, appear to 


have stayed on board with 
the party. 

With few elections taking 
place this year it is hard to assess 
what damage the split will cause 
the party. 


There have been a few dissenters 
but nothing that will limit the 
BNP’s election effort. 

The all-important Essex branches 
(Epping and Thurrock) and 
Broxbourne appear solid behind 
the leadership due largely to 
Eddy Butler, the BNP’s elections 
officer and regional organiser, 
throwing his weight behind 

Nick Griffin. 


YORKSHIRE & THE HUMBER 


This is the most solidly anti-Griffin 
region in the party but was, until the 
feud began, the strongest electorally 
and organisationally. 

Virtually every branch has joined 
the rebellion with Hull already 
announcing plans for members to 
stand as independent nationalists in 
May. Most of the rest are pinning 
their hopes on a successful 
leadership challenge to Griffin but if 
success looks unlikely then they too 
are bound to walk out. Bradford, 
Leeds and most importantly Kirklees 
BNP are now actively discussing their 
future in the party. 

If the rebels break away then the 
BNP will struggle to put forward a 
substantial number of candidates 
in May. 

Griffin appears content with 
losing this entire region. He 
infuriated local organisers and 
councillors when he announced 
that he was going to put a ring 
around Yorkshire and start again. 

However, Griffin’s appointment of 
the failed BNP councillor Adrian 
Marsden as the new regional 
organiser is likely to lead to little BNP 
progress in the region for some time. 

Only Halifax and Rotherham 
appear loyal to the leadership. 


LONDON 


The main focus of BNP activity in 
2008, London has so far been 
unaffected by the dispute but can 
this hold? Much depends on what 
happens to the veteran far-right 
activist Richard Edmonds, who still 
has a following among the more 
hardline members. He appears to be 
siding with the rebels. If he walks or 
is thrown out of the BNP he is likely 
to support the National Front in May. 
This could prompt the NF to put 
forward a London-wide list of 
candidates rather than stand in only 
a couple of constituencies as 
currently planned. 


) NICKGRIFFIN 


political extremist 
and veteran splitter 
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Nick Griffin arrives 
at Leeds Crown 
Court when the 
BNP was united 


is in the British 
National Party started over the 
unacceptable actions and 
incompetence of two national officers, 
Mark Collett and Dave Hannam, 

but quickly centred on Nick Griffin 
himself. in the light of accusations and 
denunciations flying around the far 
right, Dave Williams asks how much 
we really know about the extremist 
past of the BNP’s leader. 
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Nick Griffin factional leader 
When the BNP split last month with 
the Yorkshire, East Midlands and 
Scottish regions openly siding with the 
expelled officers, led by Sadie Graham 
and Kenny Smith, many felt a certain 
sense of dga vu. “We've been here 
before” was the heading on one article 
on the rebels’ blogsite, which stated 
somewhat ungrammatically: “It seems 
to be that the common denominator 
where trouble in Nationalist circles are 
concerned, is Nick Griffin’. 

More than 20 years ago Griffin had 
been at the centre of the internal 
bloodletting that had destroyed the 
National Front. Was this mere 
coincidence, many asked. 


Born in Barnet in 1959 Griffin was 
introduced to the NF as a teenager by 
his Conservative father, Edwin. Griffin's 
grandfather also showed him some of the 
more antisemitic literature of Oswald 
Mosley’s British Union of Fascists. 

After attending public school in 
Felixstowe, Griffin studied at 
Cambridge University, where he rose 
through the ranks of the Young NF 
before being appointed to the main 
party’s National Directorate in 1980. 
The early 1980s was a period of decline 
for the NF and it became embroiled in 
ferment as its young ruling clique, who 
had ousted first the NF’s longstanding 
leader John Tyndall in 1980 and then its 
national organiser Martin Webster in 


' 


IN HIS BID TO SMEAR the 
rebel faction Nick Griffin 
accused Sadie Graham 
of being associated with 
“.,. the grim, raucous, 
counter-productive 
hatred of the old, neo- 
Nazi Blood and Honour 
scene’, which 
constituted the pitiful 
sight of “... grown men 
sieg-heiling’. If this is 
what the BNP leader 
really thinks he has a 
short memory. 

In 1986 Griffin 
arranged a Rock Against 

“Racism (RAC) gig at his 
Suffolk stindbiades Top iting bill was the legendary 
neo-nazi rock band Skrewdriver. Another group playing 
that day were Offensive Weapons, fronted by Johnny 
Adair, who later achieved notoriety as a loyalist 
paramilitary leader who was convicted of “directing 
terrorism”. 

RAC later became Blood and Honour, and Griffin 
openly boasted in The Rune in 1997 of being part of the 
“dream-come-true” of “white power music’, stating “you 
ain't seen nothing yet”. 

Griffin was forgetting that Skrewdriver 
founded Blood and Honour after its lead 
singer, lan Stuart Donaldson, 
discovered that Griffin and Patrick 
Harrington, who now leads the fake 
BNP trade union Solidarity, were 
fiddling the books of the National 
Front White Noise Club and 
ripping him off. 

Griffin somehow survived these 
accusations and retained his links 
with Blood and Honour. According 
to Steve Cartwright, leader of Blood 
and Honour, Griffin personally 
attended a pro-BNP Blood and 
Honour gig in Coventry, which 


1983, cast around for ways of 


| ‘Grown men sieg-heiling’: Griffin and Blood and Honour 


Steve Cartwright 
carries the Scottish 
flag at a Hess 
memorial march 
ke , in Wunsiedel, 
». Germany, 2004 
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featured the nazi band Avalon. Griffin knew full well 
what Blood and Honour was all about and yet, says 
Cartwright, Griffin worked “hand in hand” with the 
organisation. And it was at a Blood and Honour 
function in Govan, Scotland, with Steve Cartwright that 
Griffin was allegedly photographed giving a Nazi salute 
in August 1996. 

It was indeed the height of hypocrisy for Griffin to 
attack Blood and Honour when the BNP had benefited 
directly from its fundraising events and its artists had 
even graced the stage of the BNP’s early Red White and 
Blue (RWB) annual festivals. Blood and Honour musician 
Chris Telford did a stand-up comedy turn at one RWB at 
Griffin's invitation and only after Griffin had approved 
the more racist content of his routine. As Cartwright 
made clear “neo-Nazi money was as good as any other 
money” to Griffin. 

And after the 2003 RWB festival clashed with the 
nazis’ annual march in Germany in honour of Hitler's 
deputy, Rudolf Hess, Griffin changed the date of the 
2004 RWB to appease Blood and Honour. 

Griffin's obsession with “white power” music persisted 
into 2005 when he despatched two Scottish BNP 
members to Denmark to link up with the openly nazi 
DNSB to discuss a project for setting up a radio station, 
based on plans a decade earlier for a pirate “Radio 
White Europe” broadcasting for the nazis from eastern 
’ Europe. Griffin had co-written that 
' earlier proposal with Cartwright. 

Griffin was also happy to draw on 
Cartwright’s “muscle” to provide 

bodyguards for the visit of Jean 
Marie Le Pen, leader of the French 
National Front, on his visit to Britain 
in 2004. Also deputised to help look 
after the aging French racist were the 
gangland hit man Joe Owens and 
Mick Holmes whose suit that day 
| covered some interesting tattoos. 

His ill judged attack on Blood and 
Honour should have been a salutary 
lesson to Griffin. Be careful whom you 
%, step on to reach the top as you'll meet 
| them again on the way down. 


repackaging their ideology. The fruits 
of this appeared in Nationalism Today, 
a journal that Griffin helped found 
and edited for a period. 

In 1986 the NF was torn apart by an 
extremely bitter feud. The “radicals” 
grouped around Griffin and Derek 
Holland proclaimed themselves the 
“official” NF while the “reactionaries” 
coalesced around Martin Wingfield and 
Jan Anderson, who established the NF 
“Support Group”. 

Griffin wrote a __ particularly 
vituperative pamphlet entitled Aztempted 
Murder: The State/Reactionary Plot 
Against the National Front, in which he 
railed against his opponents accusing 


them of doing the state’s dirty work. 
It also attacked the personal and 
professional abilities of two colleagues, 
Martin and Tina Wingfield, both of 
whom now occupy senior positions in 
the BNP. 

It is a tawdry tale of plots and 
conspiracies, of disciplinary tribunals 
and expulsions, of incompetence, 
financial impropriety, theft and betrayal 
that sounds very familiar in today’s 
context. Griffin of course emerges from 
the story whiter than white, if you can 
pardon the pun. That is something else 
today’s BNP rebels might recognise. 

If nothing else, reading Attempted 
Murder is a reminder that, whatever else 
anyone says about him, Griffin is a 


master of dissimulation, disruption and 
destabilisation, a skilled practitioner of 
using innuendo, smear and outright lie 
as a political tool. In short Griffin is a 
champion of the politics of factionalism 
which he uses to shore up and preserve 
his own position against those 
foolhardy enough to challenge his 
untrammelled authority. 

It is ironic that so many of those now 
bleating about their betrayal, personal 
and ideological, by Griffin seem so 
oblivious to the factional role he played 
during the split and subsequent 
disintegration of the NF in the 1980s. 
When Griffin took over the NF 
had 4,000 to 5,000 members but 
that dwindled as part of his systematic B> 
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plan for developing a trained core cadre 
of activists, which he termed the 
Political Soldiers. 

Having driven the NF into the 
ground Griffin abandoned it in 1989 for 
the International Third Position (ITP), 
a revolutionary “nationalist” sect. 

One other point discovered by the 
BNP dissidents is the lengths to which 
Griffin will go to win out. Smearing his 
opponents as “neo-nazis” was pretty 
hypocritical considering that Griffin 
perhaps would not even be BNP 
chairman today were it not for the help 
of the quite unabashed nazis he today 
derides. Indeed for all his ideological 
twists and turns throughout his career 
Griffin has always remained one thing: 
a hardline extremist. 

Particularly illuminating was the 
testimony of the Scottish Blood and 
Honour boss Steve Cartwright who 
went on record with his memories of 
Griffin in Wales in the mid-1990s. 
“Our meeting with Griffin went well,” 
recalled Cartwright, “he pushed all the 
right buttons, emphasising militancy as 
well as paying due respect to the 
Nationalists and National Socialists of 
the past. He also spoke of the need to 
re-package and modernise our beliefs in 
the hope of reaching the British public.” 
He went away satisfied that this was the 
man to succeed the veteran BNP leader, 
John Tyndall. 

Griffin's trial in 1998 on race hate 
charges arising from statements 


denying the Holocaust in The Rune, a 
magazine that he edited, and his 
Holocaust denying performance on 
The Cook Report further impressed this 
hardline nazi faction within the BNP 
that “our man had balls”. During the 
leadership election campaign Griffin 
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used Tony Lecomber, who had served 
two three-year prison sentences on 
explosives charges and for assaulting a 
Jewish teacher, as his hatchet man to 
circulate the most defamatory personal 
smears against Tyndall. In September 
1999 Griffin was elected chairman. 

However Griffin soon let down the 
hardliners who had backed him and 
sided with the “modernising” faction led 
by Lecomber and Eddy Butler, realising 
that he was more likely to gain political 
power following their agenda than that 
of the “neo-nazis”. And for a while all 
was well. 

Under Griffin’s leadership the BNP 
made an electoral breakthrough to get 
three members elected to Burnley 
council in 2002, and went on to win 
further local elections in the following 
years. But these gains were largely the 
result of external factors and Griffin has 
never managed to deliver the successes 
he promised his members’ efforts would 
bring them at each electoral round. 

The political baggage he carries with 
him, not to mention the personal 
defects which make him so resort to 
violent factionalism at the first sign of a 
challenge to his authority, limit the 
extent of progress the BNP can make 
with him at the helm. Those in the rebel 
faction have come to understand this, 
which is why they have moved on from 
calling for the dismissal of Collett, 
Hannam and John Walker, the party 
treasurer, to understanding that the 
BNP’s real problem is Griffin himself. 


Nick Griffin and Holocaust denial 
Griffin became flirting with the BNP 
in 1993, two years after leaving 
the International Third Position. 
John Tyndall, the BNP leader at the 
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John Tyndall shortly before his death in 2005 


time, overcame his initial distaste for 
Griffin's activities and began mentioning 
him favourably in Spearhead. 

Griffin finally joined the BNP in 
1995 and soon gravitated towards the 
hardline Croydon branch, which 
included a number of the party’s most 
ardent antisemites. Soon afterwards 
Griffin began to contribute to The 
Rune, an antisemitic magazine 
published by Paul Ballard and his 
comrades. Ballard was a veteran BNP 
member and sympathiser of the nazi 
terror group Combat 18. 

Griffin became editor of The Rune in 
1995. Tyndall had no problem with this 
and the following year appointed him 
editor of his own magazine, Spearhead. 

The Rune showed Griffin to be a 
hardliner par excellence. He used the 
publication to argue forcefully against 
modernising the BNP, stating that “the 
electors of Millwall [who voted in 
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the BNP’s first local councillor in 1993] 
did not back a post modernist rightist 
party but what they perceived to be a 
strong, disciplined organisation with 
the ability to back up its slogan ‘Defend 
Rights for Whites’ with well-directed 
boots and fists. When the crunch comes 
power is the product of force and will, 
not of rational debate.” 

As editor of The Rune Griffin 
plumbed new depths in antisemitic 
invective. It became a platform for 

y glorifying the British Union of Fascists 
and Hitler's SS and for describing the 
Holocaust as the “holohoax”. 

Comments such as these led to his 
house being raided by the police in 1997 
and he and Ballard being hauled before 
the courts for inciting racial hatred. 
Ballard pleaded guilty but Griffin chose 
to contest the charges, inviting a 
number of “expert” witnesses to testify 
for him at his trial in 1998 including the 
noted French Holocaust denier Robert 
Faurisson. The effort was in vain. 
Griffin was found guilty and handed a 
nine-month prison sentence suspended 
for two years. 

It was during his defence that Griffin 
made his notorious statement: “I am 
well aware that the orthodox opinion is 
that 6 million Jews were gassed and 
cremated and turned into lampshades. 
Orthodox opinion also once held that 
the Earth was flat ... I have reached the 
conclusion that the ‘extermination’ tale 
is a mixture of Allied wartime 
propaganda, extremely profitable lie, 
and latter witch-hysteria.” 

Griffin has also attacked the 
“revisionist” writer David Irving for 
admitting that some Jews may have 
been killed during the “holohoax”, 


old gas chamber lie”. 

In 1997 Griffin wrote the pamphlet, 
Who Are the Mindbenders? an antisemitic 
tirade against what he saw as Jewish 
control of the British media, the means 
by which, Griffin alleged, Jews were 
trying to brainwash white people into 
accepting multiculturalism. 

The BNP always rejects accusations 
that Griffin is antisemitic, claiming it 
was all in the distant past. This is far 
from the truth. As recently as April 
2007 Griffin told a reporter that he did 
believe in the Holocaust but only 
because “European law” required him to 
do so. 


“We’re all on the same side’ - 
Nick Griffin and Combat 18 

Nick Griffin has always distanced 
himself from the activities of the 
wannabe nazi terror machine Combat 
18 (C18). Indeed shortly after its 
formation as a BNP stewards group the 
BNP proscribed the organisation. 

However, as Griffin hastily prepared 
for his trial on charges of inciting 
racial hatred in 1997, he decided that 
one of the planks of his defence would 
be that C18 had produced far worse and 
had never been prosecuted for it. 
Needing some documents he asked 
Steve Cartwright, head of Blood and 
Honour, to contact Will Browning, 
leader of C18, telling Cartwright to 
reassure Browning that he and C18 
were on “the same side”. 

Browning later sent Griffin a 
“bumper pack” of C18 material. 
Griffin phoned Cartwright asking him 
to pass on his thanks to Browning. 
As Cartwright recalled, “Griffin was 
particularly tickled by the, name of the 


Nick Griffin's ideology, the 
political soldiers 
As leader of the BNP Nick Griffin has 
put in place a system of voting members 
who are required to undergo ideological 
training and has been unconcerned at 
the departure of officers and members 
unwilling to follow his every command. 
But this is not the first time Griffin has 
chosen to develop a political elite rather 
than a mass organisation. In 1986 after a 
series of purges and splits in the National 
Front, Griffin gained control of one 
faction and set about turning it into his 
“political soldiers”, under the influence of 
Roberto Fiore, a fugitive from justice in 
Italy who became Griffin’s mentor, 
friend and business partner. 
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NF member Chris Marchant meets Nation of 
Islam in USA in the 1980s 


The group made contact with all sorts 
of international political mavericks 
including Colonel Gaddafi of Libya, 
Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran, the US 
black separatist leader Louis Farrakhan 
and both sides of the divide in Ireland. 

A series of booklets outlined their 
creed under the slogan “Long Live 
Death” and a policy that aped Fiore’s 
terrorist agenda of destabilisation in 
Italy that had produced the bombings 
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Hands across the ocean: Nick Griffin’s international friends 


YOU CAN TELL a lot about a man by the company he 
keeps. And Nick Griffin has had some curious friends. 


WILLIAM PIERCE For many years Griffin has been in 
close touch with some of the most extreme groups in 
the United States and none more so than the openly 
nazi National Alliance. Its leader, William Pierce, wrote 
The Turner Diaries, a fictional account of a race war, 
which inspired the real-life nazi terrorist group The 
Order and the Oklahoma City bombing which killed 
168 people in 1995. That year Pierce addressed a BNP 
rally in London and later became involved with the 
American Friends of the BNP, which channelled money 
to the BNP. When Pierce died in 2002 the BNP published 
a glowing obituary for him detailing his “high regard” 
for the BNP. Griffin regularly met members of the British 
branch of the National Alliance during the 1990s. 


Griffin celebrates another extremist conference alongside former 
KKK boss David Duke and Kevin Strom 


DAVID DUKE Griffin is also a good friend of David 


political associates since the early 1980s is 


Roberto Fiore (pictured). Today Fiore 
leads Forza Nuova, a hardline nazi 
group in Italy, as well as running the 
nazi umbrella group the European 


National Front. Fiore arrived in Britain in 


1981 as amember of the Armed 
Revolutionary Nuclei (NAR), a fascist 


terrorist group linked to the bombing of 
Bologna railway station in 1980 which 


killed 85 people. 


THE NPD Griffin has close links with the 
German nazi National Democratic Party and 


has often met Horst Mahler, a leading 
member, lawyer and party theorist. 


ptt 


Attempts to stir up Welsh nationalists 
to bomb English second homes in 
Wales led to protests with placards 
stating NF = MI5. 

Griffin's NF was far from an ordinary 
political party. Even some of his own 
members were worried when they were 
given advice on resisting police 
interrogation that experts said was more 
apposite for political terrorists. 

Many of those who fell out with 
Griffin in those days are now back at 
Griffin’s side. One of them is Patrick 
Harrington, who now runs Solidarity, 
the BNP’s fake trade union. Harrington 
and Graham Williamson, also involved 
in Solidarity, lead Third Way, whose 
political philosophy appears to differ 
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Mahler moved to the extreme right after a 
career with the Baader-Meinhof terrorist gang in 

the 1970s, which later became the Red Army Faction. 
Mahler continues to condone terrorism and is on record 
saying that the 9/11 attacks on America were “justified”. 


considerably from that of the BNP. 
Its website features an equal oppor- 
tunities statement and it claims to 
welcome “guest workers ... to fill gaps in 
the country’s infrastructure”. 

It seems that Griffin’s desire to build 
a political elite along the lines of 
the political soldiers overrides any 
ideological differences between the 
BNP and Third Way. Griffin’s obsession 
with a coming civil war or race war also 
shows how little his politics have 
changed in over 20 years. 

It is worth remembering that 
Harrington in an interview for a 
television exposé of the NF political 
soldiers refused to condemn IRA 
bombings and that Griffin, Harrington 


Duke, the former Louisiana Ku Klux Klan boss and 
former member of the American Nazi Party member. 
Duke heads the European-American Unity Organisation 
(EURO) and has strong links with antisemites in Russia, 
Europe and the Middle East. An unabashed white 
supremacist and antisemite, he wrote the tome Jewish 
Supremacism. In 2005 he held a conference in New 
Orleans, which Griffin addressed alongside a veritable 
role call of extremists and Holocaust deniers. 

Also there was Kevin Strom seen holding hands with 
Griffin. Strom, the leader of the National Vanguard, a nazi 
splinter from Pierce's National Alliance, was recently 
found guilty of child pornography charges. 


PRESTON WIGINTON The Texas-based white 
supremacist has strong links to Russian nazis and was 
also responsible for organising Griffin’s recent three-day 
speaking tour of US universities. Wiginton also helped 
organise a march in Russia late last year at which 
participants gave Nazi salutes while shouting “death to 
the Jews”. Despite Wiginton’s links to some of the most 
violent nazi skinhead gangs in Russia Griffin saw fit 
personally to endorse him. 


and Williamson went to Libya to seek 
funds from a regime that armed both 
sides in the Northern Ireland conflict. 
Griffin is still prepared to work with 
whomever he thinks can help him get 
what he wants, the more shadowy they 
are the better. One of the bones of 
contention among the rebels is the power 
Griffin has vested in Lance Stewart, the 
South African former police officer 
who heads the BNP’s “intelligence 
department”, Arthur Kemp, the former 
South African spook who edits the 
BNP’s new website and runs ideological 
training for the voting members, and 
Lambertus “Bep” Nieuwhof, a convicted 
pro-apartheid terrorist who provides 
internet services to the party. ~= 


Home news 


Nazi thug fronts up Essex BNP 


The new Thurrock BNP 
organiser is aman with 
an ugly and violent past. 
Dave Williams reports. 


WHEN NICK GRIFFIN RAILED AGAINST 
i the grim, raucous, counter- 
productive hatred of the old, neo-nazi 
Blood and Honour scene” he once 
again proved the old adage that 
people in glasshouses shouldn't throw 
stones. This is particularly pertinent in 
examining the musical career of the 
British National Party’s new organiser 
in Thurrock, Dave Strickson. 

Between 1980 and 1983 Dave 
“Stricko” Strickson was lead guitarist 
for a skinhead group called Angela 
Rippon’s Bum (ARB), who were the 
house band of the notoriously violent 
Tilbury Trojans skinhead gang. 
When ARB played violence was never 
far away. A gig at the Red Lion pub in 
Gravesend just across the Thames 
from Tilbury, featuring the Ovaltinees, 
a band allied to the extreme nazi 
British Movement, ended “in a real big 
fight ... the place was smashed to bits” 
as skinheads clashed with British 
Movement members. ARB was 
banned permanently from playing 
there. Another gig with The Last 
Resort in Kings Lynn erupted in a “riot” 
during which someone was stabbed. 

In an interview in April 2000 
Strickson recalled with relish his days 
as a skinhead, fighting with off-duty 
policemen, robbing recording studios 
and generally engaging in_ racial 
violence and in_ particular his 
penchant for“Paki bashing” and “queer 
bashing” in Brick Lane and London's 
West End. 

Strickson remained a_ purist, 
agreeing with the nazi band No 
Remorse that skinheads should never 
become acceptable, “we must not 
compromise our ideology just to make 
a few bob” For Strickson being a 
skinhead is the best possible way for 
British youth outwardly to express 
their contempt for a multiracial society 
“because skinhead is an acronym 
for racist”. 


The young David Strickson during his nazi 
skinhead days 


Strickson’s “manager” during the 
early 1980s was Mick White, a 
skinhead since 1969 who also did a 
stint as ARB’s vocalist. He and his two 
brothers were among the most 
violent members of the Tilbury 
Trojans who, when not fighting in 
pubs round Petticoat Lane, east 
London, would cruise Euston Road 
“fighting all the northern football 
supporters.’ White is a big fan of 1950s 
rock and roll but confesses that “the 
reason | didn’t become a teddy boy 
was because everyone knew 
skinheads didn’t like Pakis and | 
thought that’s the one for me”. 


As their clash with the BM suggests, 
the Tilbury Trojans were not an overtly 
nazi skinhead gang but many of its 
members formed an “Anti-Paki 
League” for the express purpose of 
“Paki bashing” in and around Brick 
Lane. As White mused, “Just because | 
hate Pakis, doesn’t make me a Nazi”. 
By his own admission, however, it does 
make him a violent racist. 

Today as Michael White he too is a 
member of Thurrock BNP and was at 
the local election count in May 2007 
when the group expected so much 
and gained so little. 

Strickson continues to make music. 
It was his “modern version” of 
Rule Britannia that opened the 
proceedings for the almost universally 
ignored launch of the BNP’s 2007 local 
election campaign. 

Many BNP members are unaware of 
Strickson’s skinhead past. When he 
donated a number of “rare” ARB 
records to the Eastern region social on 
15 December to raise money for the 
BNP the auctioneer, Eddy Butler, 
started the bidding at £5 after which 
offers dropped amid cries of “who?” 

Strickson has no time for internal 
democracy and sides firmly with 
Griffin in the present rebellion, which 
might explain his recent promotion. 
Commenting on the split Strickson 
recently stated that “until we have rid 
the party of the cancer that now 
infects it”, he favours, “a suspension of 
leadership elections until further 
notice” That would suit Griffin just fine. 


Strickson in his own words 

On football hooliganism: “Most of us 
were involved in football violence, 
mainly West Ham and Chelsea, and 
we totally outnumbered any other 
skinhead firm on the day.’ 

On skinhead lifestyle: “Tilbury is 
environmentally the best place for 
skinheads to come from because it has 
atmosphere and it is like the East End 
without the immigrants.’ 

On racist and homophobic attacks: 
“We used to go Paki bashing down 
Brick Lane and queer bashing around 
Leicester Square. Can't say too much 
about this though.’ ~a 


last month aged 92. A lifelong communist, Milton 

Wolff went to Spain aged 21 and within a year was 
the ninth commander of what has since become known 
as the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 

Born in Brooklyn in October 1915, Wolff dropped out of 
high school and joined the Civilian Conservation Corps, a 
New Deal programme for the young unemployed. He did 
not last long, sacked after complaining about the poor 
treatment of an injured friend. 

With a job in the garment district he joined the Young 
Communist League. Then discarding his pacifist beliefs 
he joined the Washington Battalion in 1937 and made 
his way to Spain. With other US units they formed the 
15th International Brigade. 

Like many other international units, the brigade 
suffered heavy casualties, losing 900 out of 3,000 men. 

In 1938 Wolff became commander after an artillery 
shell killed many high ranking officers. Then a captain, 
Wolff led his soldiers behind enemy lines before they 
managed to swim to safety across the Ebro river. 

During one training session he was photographed next 
to Ernest Hemingway. He was not impressed. “Ernest is 
quite childish in many respects,’ he wrote to a friend. “He 
wants very much to bea martyr ... So much for writers, I'd 
much rather read their works than be with them.’ 

Hemingway was more complimentary, describing 
| Wolff as “tall as Lincoln, gaunt as Lincoln, and as brave 
and as good a soldier as any that commanded battalions 
at Gettysburg. He is alive and unhit by the same hazard 
that leaves one tall palm tree standing where a hurricane 
has passed.” 

Returning to the United States with the rank of major, 
Wolff never lost his passion for Spain or the International 
Brigade’s cause. He campaigned tirelessly for democracy 
during the Franco era and was a leading figure in the 
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade. 

He was refused entry into the US Army at the outset of 
the Second World War because of his leftwing views, but 
he worked closely with William Donovan, who had been 
brought in by President Roosevelt to head the Office of 
Strategic Services (later to become the CIA), to recruit 
Lincoln veterans to work for British intelligence. 

Eventually his military skills were recognised and he 
was sent to Italy to establish intelligence networks 
among communist partisans. 

During another mission in France he met Spanish 
partisans who were plotting to invade Spain. Alarmed at 
this move, the Army sent him back to the US. 

He continued to champion deserving causes, especially 
regarding Spain, where he was loved. During one trip he 
won loud applause when he told the audience that if they 
were ever in trouble to “give me a call” 

During the 1960s he led Lincoln veterans on anti- 
Vietnam war demonstrations. In 2005 he returned to 
the River Ebro where, after a minutes silence, he threw 
some carnations into the water. “I call them my dead,’ 
he said. ~< 


T:: last US commander in the Spanish Civil War died 


A national monument in honour of the volunteers of the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade will be installed along the 
Embarcadero in San Francisco on 30 March 2008. 


For more information about this statue and the 
Abraham Lincoln Brigade visit http://www.alba-valb. 


New warehouse, same old rubbish stock 


By Sonia Gable 


A MOVE INTO “brand new premises” for 
the British National Party’s merchandising 
and distribution operations was made 
possible by the “dramatically successful 
‘Building to Grow’ fundraising appeal’, 
according to the BNP’s website. 

An announcement on 23 January said 
that Excalibur would reopen for business 
the following day in a “ground floor 
warehouse” and “aided by the latest 
technology’ all at a cost of “Well in excess 
of £35,000" 

This was just half of the £70,000 the 
BNP told its members the appeal had 
raised, in the January issue of British 
Nationalist, the party's internal members’ 
bulletin. The sum sounds _ highly 
improbable. The appeal went out around 
the time the BNP’s internal crisis broke in 
early December when many members 
wanted at least to wait and see what was 
going to happen rather than give money 
in an uncertain climate. 

A second letter, written in tones of 
desperation, was dispatched just before 
Christmas, a time when few people are 
left with much spare cash, especially the 
large proportion of BNP members who 
are unemployed or pensioners. The letter 
was tatty, belying the BNP's claims to be 
building a professional operation. 

Look at the maths. The BNP has 5,000 
membership units at most — it is fair to 
assume that couples and families will 
only make one donation between them. 
If 10% responded, that would be a high 
percentage for any appeal. So to raise 
£70,000, the average donation would 
have to be £140, an unlikely figure, 
especially as members are constantly 
being asked to hand over their money 
to the party. 

Excalibur’s £35,000 has supposedly 
been spent on “a brand new folding 
machine; a booklet complier [sic]; an 
envelope stuffing machine; a_ plastic 
bagging machine ... and two heavy duty 
commercial printers” This is not the first 
time the BNP has claimed to have bought 
printing equipment. On 1 April 2005 the 
BNP announced: “Last month we raised 
the £75,000 needed to run our own print 
shop operation to produce all our general 
election material in house’ 

This equipment, which consisted of 


The BNP claims to run an organised merchandising operation. Others disagree 


four high quality digital duplicators, three 
folding machines and a power guillotine, 
had been “given to the regions’, the BNP 
said in 2007 in response to accusations 
that party leaflets were always produced 
late because the equipment had been 
“flogged to death’ However the party's 
2005 accounts showed considerably less 
than £70,000 of expenditure on 
equipment and neither the 2005 nor the 
2006 accounts showed any transfer of 
equipment to the regions. 

Some people believe that the 2005 
equipment was bought for Vanguard 
Promotions, a private business owned by 
Mark Collett, one of the party's national 
officers whose failings are at the centre 
of the present dispute. BNP members 
would understandably be unhappy at 
any suggestion that their hard-earned 
cash given to the party might be chan- 
nelled surreptitiously to an individual's 
private business. 

There have also been accusations that 
the BNP put money into Great White 
Records Ltd, a company owned and run 
by Dave Hannam, the BNP’s assistant 
treasurer whose incompetence was 
another major factor in triggering the 
BNP split. A figure of £50,000 has been 
bandied about. The recently published 
accounts of the company show a very 
small-scale business which made a profit 
of just £6 in the year to 31 December 
2006. The company bought equipment 
for just £4,170 with the help of a loan of 
£4,002, and is owed £2,056, probably 
most of it by the BNP for CD sales and 
“sound assistance at venues’, a service 
that the BNP accounts reveal is provided 
by Hannam’s company. 

The company accounts state that the 
directors received no pay. If Hannam was 


paid by the BNP while running Great 
White Records, this amounts to a 
hidden subsidy by the BNP of Hannam’s 
private business. 

Great White Records markets a tiny 
range of racist CDs. So few are the artists 
on its books that its advertisements on 
the BNP website still highlight albums by 
Colin Auty, despite his statement 
reproduced on the BNP rebels’ blog site 
criticising Nick Griffin, the BNP leader. 
"The leadership appears to hold the 
emotional blackmail of patriotism over 
many good people who feel like myself? 
concluded Auty, a Kirklees councillor. 

Despite what  Excalibur's “acting 
managing director" Arthur Kemp 
described as “lovely premises’ the 
merchandise differs little from the old 
rubbish that Nicholla Smith used to sell 
until she was expelled from the party in 
December, though there are far fewer 
products. Announcing the return of 
Excalibur, now staffed by Dave Joines, 
who lives in Ellesmere Port and acted as 
site manager of last year's Red White and 
Blue BNP summer festival, the BNP could 
not resist several swipes at Smith “and her 
co-conspirators’, most of which contain 
the usual low level of truth that we have 
come to expect from the BNP when it 
comes to financial matters. 

Yet at the time that Smith was 
supposedly mismanaging Excalibur, it 
was none other than Kemp who was in 
charge of dispatching orders from the old 
warehouse in Leeds. According to Smith 
he rarely bothered to go there. She claims 
she still has the emails with attached 
order lists for Kemp to fulfil and the 
complaints from customers when he fell 
down on the job. Funny that the BNP 
announcement fails to mention this. — 


ABNP national officer hasa 


sideline selling Nazi badges 


Dave Williams and Simon Cressy go shopping 


ONE OF THE MORE ironic points 
about the recent denunciation of 
“hardcore neo-nazis” in the British 
National Party by Simon Darby, the 
party’s deputy leader, was that in doing so 
he inadvertently shone a spotlight on the 
activities of his close “friend” Martin 
Roberts. A former Worcester BNP 
organiser, until last month Roberts was 
the BNP’s “national enquiries officer”. 

Worcester BNP = are — staunch 
supporters of Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, “100% committed to Nick 
Griffin and the party”. Just before the 
present feud developed into open 
warfare Darby and Roberts addressed a 
BNP meeting together in Worcester on 
11 October 2007. 

Early in December, Roberts suffered 
severe burns in a domestic accident 
necessitating a skin graft. Already in ill 
health Roberts, a former Falklands war 
veteran who walks with a stick, was 
replaced as enquiries officer on 3 
January by Tina Wingfield. It is unclear 
whether the change is temporary 
or permanent. 

No doubt Roberts will have plenty 
with which to occupy himself while 
recuperating. When he is not working 
at his BNP day job Roberts and his wife 
run “Calder Designs’, an internet 
business that specialises in “patriotic 
and football badges, t-shirts, mugs and 
car stickers”. 

Several Premiership and Champions 
League football clubs have confirmed 
that Roberts’s badges are “unofficial”. 
Lawyers for a host of other top clubs are 
currently investigating whether or not 
these badges are licensed and, if not, 
intend to alert Trading Standards with a 
view to taking action. Through eBay 


WE MUST 
SECURE ae 
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Roberts also sells badges for violent 
hooligan firms such as the “Leeds 
Service Crew”. 

But such activities belie a more 
political product line. Calder Designs 
manufacturers most of the badges sold 
by the BNP’s merchandising arm 
Excalibur, now operated by Arthur 
Kemp, the former South African 
apartheid regime intelligence officer. 
This month’s issue of the BNP 
magazine Identity carries a full-page 
advertisement for these badges, which 
include the welcoming “Asylum — Don't 
Unpack You're Going Back” badge. 

It gets worse. Under the heading 
“patriotic badges”, Calder Designs 
offers a raft of badges for extreme 
groups such as the National Front, the 
nazi terror group Combat 18, Blood and 
Honour and the nazi rock band Razors 
Edge, including one bearing the motto: 
“C18 -— SS -— Blood & Honour”. 
This particular badge is “top quality” 
Roberts's website assures potential 
shoppers. 

Others include an “Odin’s Cross” 
badge bearing the legend “14 words”. 
The 14 words are those of the white 
supremacist terrorist David Lane: “We 
must secure the existence of our race 
and a future for white children”. 
For those who need a reminder of them, 
Roberts offers for sale a “14 Words 
Mug” embossed with the motto for 47, 
and nazis brave enough to wear their 
convictions on their sleeve can buy 
the T-shirt. 

In his “New Year’s Message” Griffin 
dismissed those who believe in the “14 
words” as “cultists” peddling a “brutal 
and politically disastrous hatred”. 
If he truly believes this one has to 
question why he tolerated Roberts as a 
BNP national officer. 

Other equally charming badges in 
Roberts’s inventory bear the words 
“England — Fuck Islam” and “England — 
Fuck the Turks”. It is not known how 
the half-Turkish BNP councillor 
Lawrence Rustem feels about this. 

Roberts also produced a “Mohammed 
Teddy Bear” T-Shirt, a flagrant rip-off 


Some of Martin Roberts's sick wares 


Profiting from hate: Martin Roberts 


of Children in Need’s Pudsey Bear, 
which Roberts has transformed into a 
racist parody. In a statement to 
Searchlight Children in Need’s External 
Affairs Director confirmed that Pudsey 
Bear was a registered trademark, its use 
granted only to “carefully selected 
partners” who share the “organisational 
values of inclusively, positivity and fun” 
The BNP clearly does not embody 
these values. Children in Need 
confirmed that Roberts’s infringement 
of its copyright “is being investigated 
by our lawyers”. 

Roberts’s sale of neo-nazi regalia and 
potentially illegal football merchandise 
is clearly endorsed by the BNP. 
Excalibur sells Calder Designs’ less 
overtly nazi badges. The server hosting 
Calder Designs’ website is noisy- 
dinosaur, which is run by the South 
African Lambertus Nieuwhof. In 1992 
Nieuwhof, now in the BNP, was one of 
three terrorists who planted a bomb at a 
South African church school in protest 
against its decision to become racially 
mixed. Calder Designs is advertised on 
the Worcestershire BNP blog run by 
Lee Hancock, the new Worcester BNP 
organiser, and his wife Donna, who live 
in Evesham. 

Roberts's website states weakly that 
his racist and nazi badges are for 
“collectors” and that their sale does not 
“imply political sympathy” on the part 
of the seller. Even if one takes his risible 
claim at face value one is still 
confronted with the fact that Roberts is 
perfectly at ease peddling nazi hate 
material apparently without ideological 
conviction for cold cash. It is hardly an 
edifying excuse. After all, is it worse to 
profit from hate because one truly 
believe in “the cause” or to profit from 
hate for cynical financial motives? —~d 
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Irving sent packing 
from Liverpool 


By Sonia Gable 


A MEETING organised by the notorious David Irving was 
cancelled 24 hours before it was to take place after Searchlight 
learned of the booking at a Liverpool hotel. 

The 69-year-old convicted Holocaust denier was going to 
speak to an audience of up to 20 people at the Liner Hotel on 
Saturday 12 January, after failing to secure an invitation to 
Liverpool’s universities. The room had been booked falsely 
under the name of the Liverpool Historical Society. 

Irving’s presence would have cast a shadow over the launch of 
city’s year as the European capital of culture. 

The hotel’s guest services manager told Searchlight that he 
knew nothing about Irving but became concerned when we 
mentioned Irving’s invitation to speak at the Oxford Union in 
November. On that occasion demonstrators forced their way 
into the building through a security cordon and staged a sit- 
down protest. Uncertain whether he could cancel the meeting 
because the organisers had paid for the room in advance, the 
manager said he would discuss the matter with the police. 

But after the hotel was contacted on Friday 11 January by 
Alec McFadden, President of Merseyside TUC, the meeting 
was quickly stopped. 

Soon afterwards Irving’s website announced that the meeting 
had been cancelled “on police advice” and promised that “a full 
refund will be made”. The audience would not have got 
much for their money as no refreshments had been booked. 
Irving thanked “Bob J and his friends who had organised”. 

In fact the room had been booked by Michael Sheil, who 
stood as a British National Party local election candidate in 
Liverpool in 2003 — so much for Irving’s constant denials that 
he has any contact with the BNP. 

Irving recently posted photographs Hitler with a little girl on 
his internet “radical’s diary” in another attempt to depict Hitler 
as a pleasant human being and suggest that he was not 
responsible for the Holocaust. Irving, who is currently working 
on a biography of Reichsfithrer Heinrich Himmler, had 
received the pictures from a man he called “Don B” from 
“darkest Pennsylvania”. 

According to Irving, the little girl and her mother “were of 

Jewish blood”. However, wrote Irving, “When 
the evil men around him dug up the facts 
about Bernile and her mother in 

1934, Hitler sent the bearers of bad 
tidings away, not the charming 
couple: and they continued to be 
welcome at the Berghof until 

1938 if not beyond”. 

The Liverpool meeting was 
intended to be one of a series of 


: . talks by Irving entitled “Who dug 


the grave of the British Empire — 
Hitler or Churchill?” He currently 

advertises a meeting in Halifax, 
without revealing a date. ~= 


Not wanted here: David Irving 


A fool and his money | 


Money down the drain: Mark Logan, centre front 


HOT ON THE TRAIL of the British National Party's 
donors, whose misguided generosity maintains 
Nick Griffin in the lifestyle to which he has become 
accustomed, Searchlight has tracked down one 
Mark Logan, a construction contracts manager of 
Hornchurch, east London. The £1,000 donation by 
the BNP activist and council election candidate at 
Griffin's fundraising meeting in Dagenham last 
September was rather overshadowed by Steve 
Johnson's cheque for £5,315, which Johnson, of 
Bishop's Stortford, handed over to the party 
chairman personally to applause from the audience. 

It was Johnson's cheque, the second largest 
donation to the party in the first nine months of 
2007, that was omitted from the quarterly return to 
the Electoral Commission in yet another financial 
irregularity by the BNP and its deputy treasurer Dave 
Hannam in particular. 

Johnson has a reputation of being a bit of a tough 
guy, but Logan, who in his spare time is a member of 
Havering Youth Offending Team’s volunteer panel, is 
a more sedate man who has done the rounds 
in local politics. A former Conservative councillor in 
Havering, he stood as an independent candidate 
in St Andrews ward, Havering, in May 2006 before 
joining the BNP and contesting a by-election for the 
party in the same ward in June 2007. He came third 
with nearly 19% of the vote. 

Though still a probationary member of the BNP, he 
spoke at a joint meeting of the Redbridge and 
Havering BNP branches last year alongside the 
infamous nazi and Jew-hater Richard Edmonds. 
Unsurprisingly Logan blamed immigration for the 
lack of social housing. 

He is now making himself useful to the party, 
which often has difficulty getting its filth printed, by 
acting as a go-between for Havering branch with 
Coppermill Press, a print shop in nearby Wickford. 

Coppermill Press told us: “Mr Logan has no 
connection with the company, he just brings in 
material to print”. 

The company would do well to review the 
relationship. Some of the latest BNP leaflets 
appearing in east London and Essex are grossly 
offensive and will eventually find their way into the 
hands of the police. ~~ 
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Near miss for BNP in Leicestershire 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL Party 
failed to impress voters in the pointless 
by-election it had forced on residents of 
Welham Green in Hertfordshire on 
3 January. When a _ Conservative 
councillor resigned in the face of child 
pornography allegations, the BNP found 
the requisite two residents to call the 
election, even though the seat will have 
to be fought again in May. 

However trying to fool residents that 
crime was rising in the area, a lie that 
Hertfordshire Police immediately 
refuted, did the BNP no favours. In a 
surprisingly high 46.6% turnout for a 
by-election fought over the Christmas 
and new year period, its candidate, Mike 
Fuller, only managed 16% of the vote, 
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coming a poor third. 

The following week saw a_ by- 
election on “BNP rebel turf” in the 
East Midlands. Desperate to boost 
the morale of the troops and to 
demonstrate to the rebels the strength 
of party support for Nick Griffin, the 
BNP pulled out all the stops for a 
council election of little importance 
otherwise in the Leicestershire villages 
of Ibstock and Heather. Even the 
heavy mob from Cumbria was bussed 
in to help. 

It nearly worked. In a ward that the 
BNP had not previously fought, Ivan 
Hammonds came second, just 62 votes 
behind the Labour winner in a four- 
cornered fight with a 40.4% turnout. 


pore 
light 


£43 Non Europe individuals 
£32 UK organisations 


Postcode 


£36 Europe individuals 
£48 All non-UK organisations 


Please start my subscription with the next issue (cheques made payable to Searchlight) 


Results 

Welham Green ward, 

Welwyn Hatfield DC 

Party Votes % 
Conservative 539 40.7 
Lib Dem 484 36.6 
BNP 214 16.2 
Labour 88 6.6 


Ibstock and Heather ward, 


NW Leicestershire DC 

Party Votes % 
Labour 699 30.9 
BNP 637 28.2 
Conservative 515 22.8 
Lib Dem 411 18.2 
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Home news 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you have a story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Cops and hijackers 


FOR THE BRITISH National Party, 
last month’s police demonstration over 
pay was just another opportunity to 
hijack a campaign for its own ends. 
Several newspapers published a picture 
of Richard Barnbrook, the BNP 
candidate for mayor of London, at the 
front of the 22,500-strong march in 
London on 23 January, in his trademark 
brown suit and with his councillor’s 
badge prominently displayed to make 
him feel important.. 

Jan Berry, chair of the Police 
Federation, told a journalist that they 
had invited all the mayoral candidates 
to attend although Metin Enver, a 
spokesman for the Federation, said to 
the London Evening Standard that they 
had not invited Barnbrook. 

Police and prison officers are not 
allowed to be members of the BNP so it 
was inappropriate for Barnbrook, leader 
of the BNP group on Barking and 
Dagenham council, to be invited in the 
first place and allowed to march when 
he turned up, 

Brian Paddick, the Liberal Democrat 
mayoral candidate, did object to 
Barnbrook’s presence. A former senior 
Deputy Assistant Commissioner in the 
Metropolitan Police, Paddick said: “I 
felt very uncomfortable that there was 
someone from the BNP. I was aware of 
him being there and I pointed it out to 
Federation officials but there was 
nothing more that I could do. I was very 
uncomfortable that he was anywhere 
near me.” 

Barnbrook came with a BNP 
television crew in tow to maximise the 
opportunity to boost his mayoral 
campaign and interviewed Roy Scanes, 
secretary of the sergeants’ committee of 
the Essex Police Federation. It begs the 
question whether Sgt Scanes knew to 
whom he was speaking. 

With only three months of 
campaigning until the elections for 
mayor and the London Assembly, 
Barnbrook perhaps has some sort of 


BNP mayoral hopeful Richard Barnbrook ... in that suit again! 


excuse for missing Barking and 
Dagenham council meetings. Even so, 
he has managed to attend on more 
occasions than any of his 11 BNP fellow 
councillors, who, one presumes, simply 
cannot be bothered to do the job for 
which they were elected. 

In the period from 16 May 2007 to 
6 January 2008, Barnbrook turned 
up at 17 of the 28 meetings where he 
was expected. Only Lawrence Rustem 
has a higher attendance percentage, 
though it too is not really satisfactory. 
He was present at 13 of his expected 
20 meetings, 65%, compared to 
Barnbrook’s 61%. 


That the half Turkish Cypriot 
councillor should top his party’s 
attendance league is admirable 


considering that his presence in the UK 


picture David Hoffman 


is inconsistent with the BNP’s raison 
détre according to its “mission 
statement”, which is “to secure a future 
for the indigenous peoples of these 
islands in the North Atlantic which 
have been our homeland for millennia”. 
The BNP defines indigenous 
grandiosely and arbitrarily as “the 
people whose ancestors were the earliest 
settlers here after the last great Ice 
Age and which have been comple- 
mented by the historic migrations from 
mainland Europe”. 

The attendance of the other BNP 
councillors in Barking and Dagenham 
can only be described as execrable. 
Jamie Jarvis turned up at a mere 26% of 
the 19 meetings on his schedule. Darren 
Tufts did hardly better attending 29% 
of just 14 meetings. 


BNP councillor has criminal past 


BNP councillor lan Meller is revealed as a former National Front 


bootboy, reports Dave Williams. 


A BRITISH National Party councillor 
in North West Leicestershire was an 
active member of the National Front and 
has a conviction for carrying an offensive 
weapon. Ian Meller (pictured), a builder 
by trade, represents Whitwick ward. 

In July 2000 Meller was arrested in 
Leicester carrying what is believed to 
have been a chair leg stuffed in his 
jacked when he and a group of 15 NF 
thugs attempted to attack a gay pride 
march. He was fined £400 with £55 
costs. Although Meller was arrested 
before he had a chance to use his 
weapon, a Big Issue seller was less lucky. 
He received a kicking from the NF 
gang after he objected to their leaflets. 

Leading the NF that day was Mick 
Shore, currently the BNP “contact” for 


Duffer Duffy 


Hinckley. Shore had 
previously been involved 
with the nazi terror 
group Combat 18 and the 
British Ku Klux Klan. 
Also out beating the 
homophobic drum were 
members of Silent Majority 
whose spokesperson _—_ was 
Denise Pfeiffer, the girlfriend of — 
Clive Potter, a Leicester BNP member 
recently thrown out of the party for 
questioning some of the dodgy dealings 
in Solidarity, the BNP’s fake trade union. 

Councillor Meller canvassed for Ivan 
Hammonds, the BNP candidate in the 
recent Ibstock and Heather by-election 
in North West Leicestershire. One of 
the canvassers, imported from as far 


Another one down? 


away as Cumbria, was Clive Jefferson, 
a BNP security guard, who posted a 
photograph on his website of the 
canvassing team proudly stating that it 
proved the BNP were not your 
“box [sic] standard typical group 
of skinheaded thugs”. 

Jefferson should know a thing 
, or two about thuggery. It was he 
' who led the BNP security team 
on an abortive raid on the home 
of Kenny Smith, one of the 
leading BNP rebels, in an attempt 
to seize computers and other items 
which the BNP claimed belonged 
to the party. Standing behind the 
candidate in the photograph was 
Councillor Meller. Also in the picture 
was Ken Booth, the North East BNP 
organiser, bussed into help. Until recently 
Booth was himself an organiser for the 
NF, an organisation that Nick Griffin, 
the BNP leader, recently derided as 
“neo-fascist”. And Griffin should know, 


he used to run it. 


IT MUST BE a very lonely existence being the only BNP 
councillor in a borough. Cathy Duffy (pictured), elected to 
Charnwood council in the East Midlands in May 2007, is 
clearly trying very hard to make friends. 

The new year issue of her East Goscote Patriot gushes: 
“I do hope that you had a wonderful and joyous Christmas with 
family and friends and that 2008 proves to be your happiest and most 
prosperous year yet! May God bless you and your loved ones.” 

Elsewhere the leaflet assures her voters that she has been busy on their 
behalf, “spending my time attending committee meetings, sub-committee 
meetings, training courses and various functions throughout the year” as well 
as “dealing with issues affecting both the Parish Council and your interests in 
East Goscote”. Nowhere does she say what all her hyperactivity has actually 
achieved for her area. 

Duffy, who reproduces the whole of the BNP’s “indigenous peoples” 
mission statement on the back of the leaflet, does allow herself some time off. 
Her newsletter also reveals that she is preparing for her wedding. 


COUNCILLOR COLIN Auty looks set to 


join councillors Sadie Graham, Graham 


Partner and Chris Beverley in renouncing the 
BNP and sitting as independent nationalist 
councillors. After his criticisms of Nick 
Griffin’s leadership of the BNP appeared on 
the rebels’ blog, it appears that he has got fed 
up waiting for Griffin to resolve matters and 
plans to leave the party. 

His departure would bring the number of 
BNP borough/district councillors down to 42. 
Except that for all their entreaties to their 
fellow councillors to sit as independent 
nationalists, Graham in Broxtowe, Partner in 
North West Leicestershire and Beverley in 
Leeds all still appear as BNP councillors on 
their respective council websites. 


BNP councillor barred from meeting 


NEWS THAT a BNP parish 
councillor was thrown out of a 
meeting would not normally cause 
surprise as many people object to 
having the BNP around. But this case 
was different as the meeting in 
Sandhurst was one of the party’s own. 

Roger Robertson, who sits on 
Harley Wintney Parish Council in 
Hampshire, was barred for criticising 
Nick Griffin, the party leader. 
Robertson said: “One of the chaps 


acting as security on the door said 
‘sorry Roger, you can't come in’. I forced 
my way past him and there was a little 
shouting match in which I said I was 
entitled to attend the meeting because 
I am a fully paid-up member.” 
But paying a membership subscription 
and a long record of activity and senior 
office in the party counted for nothing. 

Robertson, who has stood 
unsuccessfully as a BNP candidate at a 
number of recent Hart District Council 


elections, has joined the BNP rebels. 

In an official statement Robertson 
said: “Nick Griffin is proving himself 
to be not capable of carrying on as 
party leader so we are looking to 
remove him.” He added: “I’ve resigned 
as the BNP regional organiser because 
I just cannot be party to various things 
that have been going on. As a result I 
am one of the ringleaders of the rebel 
faction and that is why they barred me 
from the meeting.” 
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CZECH REPUBLIC: Anti-fascist murdered 


FRANCE: Under the hammer 
THE FASCIST Front National (FN) has put 


its national headquarters up for sale after last 
year’s poor performances in the presidential and 
legislative elections left it with debts of €9 
million (46.7 million). Jean-Marie Le Pen, the 
party leader, was relegated to the political 
sidelines after coming fourth in the 2007 
presidential ballot and in June the FN failed 
to win a single seat in elections to the 
French parliament. 

“We are resigned to selling our headquarters 


ROMANIA: Fascists voted out 

THE NATIONALIST Greater Romania 
party has lost its five seats in the European 
Parliament. In the country’s first European 
election in November the far-right group failed 
to reach the 5% threshold needed for a seat, 
gaining only 4.5%. 

The ruling National Liberal Party also 
suffered a heavy defeat, coming third 
behind president ‘Traian Basescu’s 
Democratic Party and the opposition 
Social Democrats. Turnout in the election 
was less than 30%. 

The new MEPs will replace the 35 
observers sent by Bucharest to Brussels in 
September 2005, who have had full voting 
rights since Romania joined the EU on 
1 January 2007. 

Corneliu Vadim ‘Tudor, leader of 
Greater Romania, said he would resign 
from the country’s national parliament 
but would stay on as party leader. Greater 
Romania had been part of the right-wing 
extremist Identity, Tradition, Sovereignty 
bloc in Brussels but quit in protest after 


AN ANTI-FASCIST | student 
has died after being stabbed by a 
nazi wearing a Wehrmacht 
uniform. The incident occurred 
on 18 January, the day before nazi 
marches in Pilsen and Prague. 

The 20-year-old assailant, who 
was on a suspended sentence for 
another crime, stabbed Jan 
Kucera, 18, after Kucera 
confronted a group of nazis who 
gave the Nazi salute in a 
restaurant in Pribram. Kucera 
died in hospital as a result of his 
wounds two days later. The 
assailant has been charged with 
murder. 

Only around 30 nazis turned 
up to the march in Pilsen after 
Pavel Rédl, the city’s mayor, 
banned the event, which nazis 
from Saxony and Bavaria in 
Germany had been expected to 


attend. The decision followed 
protests from the Jewish 
community and widespread 
public concern that, if the march 
was allowed, it would provoke 
violent clashes with anti-fascist 
demonstrators as occurred in 
Prague in November. 

In the event, the day passed off 
peacefully with only two Polish 
fascists being arrested for giving 
Nazi salutes. While Pilsen was 
quiet, a 300-strong extremist rally 
took place under heavy police 
protection in Prague’s Palack 
Square. 

Commenting on the rising 
level of fascist activity in the 
Czech Republic, Rédl warned 
that the country’s laws “are being 
tested to the full at the moment, 
thanks to a small but determined 
group of neo-nazi activists”. 


because we want to honour our debts,” a deflated 
Le Pen told a television interviewer, adding that 
they had not yet found a buyer for the building 
in the affluent Paris suburb of St Cloud, which 
is believed to be worth around €15 million. 
As well as clearing the debt, a sale of the 
property would allow the FN to fund its 
candidates in the March municipal elections. 

Le Pen is currently facing trial for “justifying 
war crimes” after he said in a magazine interview 
that the Nazi occupation of France was “not 
particularly inhumane”. The court is expected to 
reach a verdict in early February. 


their Italian colleague Alessandra Mussolini 
made derogatory statements about Romanians. 
Their exodus left the bloc with only 18 
members, two short of the 20 needed to form an 
official group and obtain enhanced funds and 
privileges in the European Parliament. 


GERMANY: NPD faces fraud enquiry 
THE NAZI National Democratic Party is 
under investigation over misappropriation of 
contributions and donations over a long period. 
It appears that original and duplicate copies of 
the party’s receipts indicated different amounts. 

Information in the hands of the influential 
German news magazine Der Spiegel about the 
financial irregularities may open the door wider 
to charges of systematic violation Germany's 
Political Parties Act. 

Frank Golkowski, the former head of NPD’s 
state organisation in Thiiringen, had admitted 
the party deliberately falsified receipts to reflect 
higher amounts to secure high federal matching 
funds. NPD leaders denied the charge and said 
Golkowski is on extremely shaky ground. 

Around 40% of the NPD’s funding comes 
from government matching funds for small 
donations and membership fees and Germany’s 
state Interior Ministers are keen to end taxpayer 
support for the fascist party, with which the 
BNP has links. Many of the claims come from 
the party’s 193 county organisations, some of 
which are believed to exist only on paper. 


SERBIA: Nazi leader charged 

POLICE IN Novi Sad in northern Serbia have 
lodged criminal charges against several nazis for 
violent behaviour and spreading racial hatred. 
Top of the list is Goran Davidovic, the leader of 
the nazi group, Nacionalni Stroj (National Order), 
who already has a string of criminal convictions. 
The charges relate to attacks by NS activists on 
anti-fascist protesters in Novi Sad on 7 October 
2007 when several people were injured. 

The NS attracted international attention in 
November 2005 when its activists broke up a 
debate at the Faculty of Philosophy at Novi Sad 
University. After that incident, the deputies of 
Vojvodina’s provincial assembly voted to ban the 
activities of the NS and other extremist groups. 
Since then, several NS members have been 
convicted for spreading racial hatred. 


International 


By Graeme Atkinson, European editor 


A GERMAN MP has filed a complaint 
against Udo Voigt, leader of the nazi 
National Democratic Party, for denying 
the Holocaust in an interview with 
Iranian journalists. Sebastian Edathy, 
who heads the _ parliamentary 
committee for domestic affairs, says 
Voigt told the journalists, “it is not 
possible” that six million Jews were 
killed in the Holocaust and then 
claimed that “the most who could have 
been killed in Auschwitz was 340,000”. 

He is not the only Holocaust denier 
in trouble. In December Gerd Honsik, 
67, an Austrian nazi who fled to Spain 
after being convicted of Holocaust 
denial 15 years ago, was ordered by 
Vienna's highest court to serve the 18- 
month sentence passed on him in 1992. 
The court rejected a plea for leniency 
because of his age and a claimed 
kidney ailment but also turned down 
a prosecution request to increase 
the sentence. 

Honsik, who denies that the 
Holocaust took place and claims 
the Nazis never used gas chambers, may 
yet face charges for his activities in Spain 
where he was arrested last August. 

In Greece, Konstantinos Plevris, a 


lawyer and nazi activist, was given a 
14-month suspended sentence in 
December for inciting hatred and 
denying the Holocaust in his book 
Jews: the whole truth after a four-day 
trial. Plevris wrote: “To begin with, I 
declare that I am a Nazi, a fascist, a 
racist, an anti-democrat, an antisemite. 
Jews are mortal enemies and deserve the 
firing squad.” 

On 12 January, the French revisionist 
historian Robert Faurisson was ordered 
to face trial on 24 January for attending 
a Holocaust denial conference in Iran in 
December 2006. 

At the two-day conference in Tehran, 
Faurisson, 79, repeated his view that 
there were no gas chambers, saying that 
he had been waiting for 32 years for 
someone to show him one. Faurisson 
was convicted of Holocaust denial by a 
Paris court in October 2006 for remarks 
made on Iranian television. He was 
given a _ three-month — suspended 
sentence and fined €7,500 (45,600). 

In Vienna Wolfgang Frohlich, a 
former extreme-right city councillor 
who was expelled from the Freedom 
Party in 1994, was sentenced on 14 
January to four years in prison for 


Holocaust denial. He had sent letters to 
Austrian MPs and Pope Benedict XVI 
denouncing the Holocaust as a “Satanic 
lie”. Frohlich, 56, who has two previous 
similar convictions, will also have to 
serve 30 months of a previous 
suspended sentence. He intends to 
appeal against his sentence. 

One lawyer unlikely to be available 
to represent him is Sylvia Stolz, 
who unsuccessfully represented the 
German-Canadian Auschwitz liar 
Ernst Ziindel. On the same day as 
Frohlich was sentenced, a court in 
Mannheim, Germany, imprisoned her 
for three and a half years for calling 
the Nazi genocide against the Jews 
“the biggest lie in world history”. 
She was also barred from practising law 
for five years. 

Stolz, 44, made her remarks in 2006 
while representing Ziindel, who was 
imprisoned for five years in Germany 
last February for repeatedly contesting 
the historical fact of the Holocaust. 
She also signed a motion during 
Ziindel’s trial with the words “Heil 
Hitler” and shouted that the lay judges 
deserved the death penalty for “offering 
succour to the enemy”. ~= 


Udo Voigt (centre) could join several other European Holocaust deniers facing justice for their views 


International 


Disunity hits Salem march 


From Mikael Ekman for Expo and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


FOREIGN NAZIS were guests of 
honour again at the annual fascist 
march in Salem, near Stockholm, on the 
evening of 8 December. 

The event is a recent tradition in 
commemoration of Daniel Wretstrém, 
a 17-year-old skinhead who was 
brutally beaten and stabbed to death 
by a gang of young Swedes and 
immigrants in December 2000. 
Wretstr6m was immediately hailed as 
the “Swedish Horst Wessel” (Horst 
Wessel was a young German Nazi 
whom the Nazis turned into a hero after 
his violent death in 1930). In death 
Wretstrém became briefly a rallying 
point for the Swedish nazi movement. 
This year’s march prompted the biggest 
anti-racist counter-protest, attended by 
1,200 people, since the first nazi march 
in 2000. 

The nazis started arriving at their 
assembly point at 4pm. Police searched 
some of them for weapons and told 
them they would not be able to move 
off at the planned time because militant 
anti-fascists were allegedly hiding in the 
forests along the route and the police 
could not guarantee their safety. 

For the next two hours a police 
helicopter equipped with heat-seeking 
cameras circled overhead, searching for 
the mythical anti-fascists in the forests, 
accompanied by dog patrols below. 
They found nothing. It was only 
approaching 6pm that the frustrated 
and freezing nazis were allowed to start 
their march and it quickly became 
obvious that the approximately 900 
participants were far fewer than in 
previous years. 

The so-called Salem Foundation, 
which arranges the march, tried to 
blame foreigners for the depleted 
attendance. “This year the number of 
foreign guests was noticeably less than 
last year, while the total number of 
participants decreased slightly,” its 
website stated. “It is clear that the 
number of participating Swedes 


increased and the Salem Foundation 
regards this as a well-needed change ... 
considering the fact that the number of 
participants have decreased the last 
years.” This contradictory rubbish has 
not stopped the media concluding that 


the march may have entered its death 
throes. 

At the spot where Wretstrom was 
murdered, the bedraggled crowd 
listened to music and to speeches by 
Thomas Olund from the nazi Info-14 
website, Stefan Jacobsson from a new 
outfit called Swedish Free the Order, 
Stephan Gunther from the Danish- 
controlled Nordisches Hilfswerk and 
Preston “I’ve been everywhere, man” 
Wiginton, a cowboy-hat-wearing 
afficionado of the US nazi National 
Alliance and National Vanguard and 
close comrade of Nick Griffin, the 
British National Party leader. 

Amazingly, hardly a word was said 
about the hapless Wretstrém. Instead of 
paying any homage or respects to their 
“martyr”, the nazi speakers ranted and 
raved against the multicultural society. 

The Salem march has been an 
important unifying factor among what 
are usually rival nazi groups, making 
them stand side by side once a year. 
But 2007 was different. Even before 
the march, it was clear that Sweden’s 
biggest nazi group, the National 
Socialist Front (NSF), and the smaller 
but more radical group, the Swedish 
Resistance Movement (SMR), were 
going to boycott the event. 

Eight days afterwards, the NSF 
published a forceful criticism of the 
Salem march nd __ its 
organisers. “Before the 2006 
demonstration, the Salem 
Foundation’s various require- 
ments about censoring the 
speakers reached a level that 
the NSF found unacceptable,” 
a statement on the NSF 
website said. “The NSF also 
got the message that the 
people behind the Salem 
Foundation did not regard it 
as a co-organiser and that the 
party never ever through 
the years could be regarded as 
such. This historical view is 
not shared by NSE.” 

The statement explained 
why the NSF was now come 
out in public. “Unfortunately, 
the people behind the Salem 


Foundation have become even 


The annual nazi march in Salem 
on 8 December was the smallest 
yet. One of the speakers was 
Preston Wiginton, the Texas-based 
white supremacist who organised 
the US tour by Nick Griffin last 
autumn (below) 

pictures Expo 


more aggressive in their attitude 
towards the NSF and, in various 
internet forums leading representatives 
of the Salem Foundation accuse the 
party of having sabotaged the 
demonstration and of having lied about 
the number of participants in 2007. 
Because of this, the NSF finds it 
necessary for the first time to break its 
earlier policy about not publicly 
answering accusations from the Salem 
Foundation or publicising its critical 
view of the Salem Foundation ...” The 
conflict, it appears, has now gone so far 
that leading people behind the Salem 
Foundation have made death threats to 
leading NSF members. 

The Salem Foundation has 
responded with a statement denouncing 
the NSF for “turning its back on” and 
making “aggressive attacks against the 
biggest demonstration in Scandinavia 
against violence by foreigners [which] 
can be hard to understand” and hinting 
that “hostile forces in government 
service” might be behind the boycott. 

It is clear is that what used to be a 
unifying factor in the Swedish nazi 
scene has served to deepen the conflict 
between the so-called independent 
nazis and the organised nazis sheltering 
under the umbrellas of the NSF and 
SMR. Hopefully, the damage will prove 
irreparable. ~a 


In contrast to the nazis, the Swedish 
Network Against Racism organised the 
largest ever counter demonstration to 
the Salem march 
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Intolerance grows after 
murder of anti-fascist 


Aspecial report by Miriam Moninskiin Barcelona 


ON 11 NOVEMBER 2007, a nazi murdered 
Carlo Javier Palomino, a 16-year-old anti- 
fascist, stabbing him as he walked to a 
protest against a demonstration by the 
right-wing extremist Democracia Nacional 
(DN) in the south of Madrid. “The attack and 
the murder are not an isolated case; 
declared the Coordinadora Antifascista 
alliance immediately after the killing, which 
prompted over 100 protest meetings, 
attended by thousands, to demand more 
decisive action by the authorities against 
nazi criminality. 

According to the Movimiento contra la 
Intolerancia (MCI), at least 80 people have 
died in fascist, antisemitic and racist 
attacks since 1992, when Lucrecia Pérez, a 
33-year-old Dominican woman, was shot 
dead by the paramilitary Guardia Civil 
police in Madrid. Her death was the first 
officially registered racist killing in post- 
Franco Spain. 

The MCI and anti-fascist groups had 
noted a substantial growth in xenophobic 
agitation by right-wing extremist and nazi 
groups since last summer but it was not 
until November that racist and far-right 
violence grabbed the headlines. 

Autumn is a key time for Spanish fascists 
because of two dates: Spain's national day 
on 12 October, known to some far-rightists 
as the day of the race, and 20 November, the 
anniversary of the deaths of the fascist 
dictator General Francisco Franco in 1975 
and of José Antonio Primo de Rivera, 
founder of the fascist Falange, who was 
executed on that day in 1936. 

Heightened activity by fascists during this 
period is not merely commemorative, but 
also focuses on whipping up hatred of 
immigrants and glorification of the Spanish 
nation and frequently involves the 
provocative invasion of areas with large 
migrant populations. This is was happened 
in Madrid on 11 November, with the DN 
demonstration in Usera and activity by the 
fascist Frente Nacional in Cuatro Caminos. 

It was to the DN’s anti-immigrant march 
that Josué Estébanez de la Hija, a 24-year- 
old career soldier, was going when he 
murdered Palomino. The DN recruits with 
leaflets and posters that proclaim “Enough is 
enough: Immigration, unemployment, 
terrorism! Don't allow them to destroy 
Spain” and stickers with the slogan “Spanish 
goods for Spanish families” 


Founded in 1995 the DN consists of 
former adherents of a ragbag of fascist 
splinter groups, including the international 
and infamous CEDADE. An activist outfit, its 
supporters have, for example, taken part 
in campaigns against the building of a 
mosque in Lliria and against the opening of 
an office of the foreigners’ authority in 
Almeria. With the Alianza Nacional, it 
supported a speaking tour to several cities 
by David Duke, the American former Ku 
Klux Klan leader, in November to enable 
him to tout his latest antisemitic book, 
The Jewish Conspiracy. 

DN's_ chairman is Manuel Canduela 
Serrano from Valencia. A founder member 
and singer in the hate rock band Divisdn 250, 
he wrote a song titled “Eh! Negro’, which 
calls on black people “to go back to the 
jungle” and ends with the Nazi salute “Sieg 
Heil”. In the 1990s, he was active in the 
militant nazi Accién Radical, a member of 
which murdered the anti-fascist Guillém 
Agulldé in Castellén in 1993. Agulld's killer, 
Pedro Cuevas, stood as an Alianza Nacional 
local election candidate last May. 

DN, which is also part of the Euronat 
international network set up by the French 
fascist leader Jean-Marie Le Pen, tried to 
form an electoral bloc with another far-right 
party, La Falange, in preparation for the May 
2007 council elections but nothing came of 
it. In March 2008, new elections to the 
Spanish parliament will take place. In the 
2004 general election DN polled only 0.06% 
of the vote and, like the rest of the ultra-right 
parties, has languished in the realm of 
political meaninglessness since then. 

None of these parties has so far been 
able to break out of isolation to profit from 
the potential created by the current 
xenophobic atmosphere and_ entice 
voters from the right-wing conservative 
Partido Popular (PP), which has many 
members from nationalist families with a 
Francoist past. 

Anti-fascists, however, are well aware that 
in the run-up to the next general election 
on 9 March the relative weakness of the PP 
on the one hand and a new electoral pact 
between the ultra-right parties on the other 
could change this situation. The effect of a 
move by the PP to outlaw violent and racist 
groups could also be an important factor in 
shaping developments on the Spanish right 
and far-right before the election. ~a 


International 


\\Y Shops aid spread of nazism 


By Gunnar André for Der Rechte Rand and Antifa-Net 


AT LEAST 45 fascist-owned shops now 
supply clothing to the right-wing 
youth scene in Germany, ten in Saxony 
alone. Only a dozen years ago nazis 
rarely dared put their heads above the 
parapet in many regions of the 
country. The spread of these shops 
mirrors the rapid growth of the nazi 
movement over the same period. 

Some of these thriving retail outlets 
only sell items from Thor Steinar, 
which young nazis view as their very 
own designer label. These shops are 
often in upmarket locations, such as 
Narvik, which hawks nazi designer 
wear in a shopping arcade in the 
Hundertwasser House, one of 
Magdeburg’s most famous tourist 
attractions. 

Other labels sold are Masterrace and 
Consdaple, a name invented by 
Siegfried Birl, a member of the nazi 
National Democratic Party (NPD), to 
display the letters NSDAP, the initials 
of Hitler's Nazi Party. The brand is 
popular among young nazis precisely 
because it is illegal to promote the 
Nazi Party in Germany. 

Most of the nazi shops also sell CDs 


featuring various styles of hate music 
and a wide range of Nazi kitsch such as 
rings with the number 88, standing for 
Heil Hitler, and runes to attach to a 
necklace or bracelet. 

The expanding nazi retail scene 
provides income for the shop 
proprietors and helps to sustain other 
nazi activity. For example, Andreas 
Klosterreit und Simon Fiedler, who 
have a shop called Outlaw in 
Wallersdorf in Bavaria, also run the 
hate music label 2yt4u. Martin Seidel 
of the Devil's Right Hand store in 
Cottbus also owns Rebel Records, and 
Yves Rahmel in Chemnitz has a shop 
and music business both by the name 
of PC Records. 

A task force from the Interior 
Ministries of Germany's 16 states 
noted last summer that after state 
funding for legally recognised parties 
such as the NPD and the Deutsche 
Volksunion, the fascists’ next most 
important sources of income were 
white power music and their retail and 
mail order businesses. 

It is therefore not surprising that 
organised nazis devote considerable 


y 


energy to their business activities. 
Martin Schaffrath is the owner of a 
shop called The Store in Pirna, Saxony, 
that caters for hooligans and the fight 
club scene as well as for nazis. He was 
also. a member of the violent 
Skinheads Sachsische Schweiz, until it 
was banned in 2001, and is now an 
activist in the NPD’s youth wing, the 
Junge Nationaldemokraten. The NPD 
runs its own publishing company, 
record label and mail order outlet, 
Deutsche Stimme Versand, in Riesa, 
Saxony, which also has a retail shop in 
its warehouse. 

German anti-fascists are fighting 
hard to put an end to this expansion 
of fascist retail outlets. The slogan of 


their campaign, which staged 
demonstrations in Karlsruhe, 
Freiberg and Dresden on 15 


December, is “Schéner Leben ohne 
Nazi Laden” (Life is better without 
nazi shops). Their efforts have so far 
won a small measure of success, not 
least in Dortmund where a long 


campaign last summer forced 
closure of the local nazi shop 
Donnerschlag. =<] 
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International camp aims to provoke 


By Alfio Bernabei 


CYPRUS WILL HOST a fascist camp 
in the middle of summer if plans by 
international nazis go ahead. The 
purpose of the gathering is to provoke 
friction if not outright violence. 

The camp is among the “common 
projects” for 2008 announced in a joint 
statement by Roberto Fiore, leader of 
the Italian nazi group Forza Nuova 
(FN), and Udo Voigt of the German 
National Democratic Party (NPD). 
The two leaders came up with the idea 
at a meeting in Milan held in what FN 
described as the headquarters of the 
European National Front in Via 
Aspromonte. 

According to FN the camp will 
take place on the border with the 
Turkish zone, a location designed to 
demonstrate the two parties’ active 
opposition to negotiations about 
the accession of Muslim Turkey to the 
European Union. The FN statement 
goes on: “This important political 
action [the camp] has been agreed with 
Greek and Cypriot movements 
[unspecified] to protest at the churches 
which have been burned and destroyed, 
to uphold the rights of the usurped 
Greeks and to denounce what is already 
a Turkish foot in Europe”. 

The choice of site and the tendency 
by such campers to display nazi and 
fascist insignia are a sign that the aim is 
to cause protests or a fight. It is not 
known how the Cypriot authorities 
intend to deal with these tourists. 

Further meetings between Fiore and 
Voigt, posing as the custodians of the 
infamous Mussolini-Hitler friendship 
pacts, are due to take place in Milan 
and Berlin in spring with the purpose 
of “strengthening the political alliances 
in view of the 2009 European 
elections”. With Voigt boasting that 
13% of Germans would be ready to 
vote for the NPD, Fiore whose party 
averages 1% should feel dwarfed, but 
relying on his experience with the BNP 
and good contacts in Spain and Greece, 
he insists on presenting himself as the 
strategic brain of the European 
National Front. 

At their press conference in Milan 
Voigt and Fiore identified Russian 
President Vladimir Putin as their hero. 
Fiore in particular has swung wildly 
towards Russia. Last November he 


Roberto Fiore, leader of Forza Nuova, and Udo Voigt of the German National Democratic Party 


invited “four representatives of the 
Russian intelligentsia” to Rome to take 
part in a meeting organised by FN 
with the aim of “choosing the 
guidelines of international politics for 
the next few years”. 

At the centre of the discussion was 
“the end of American unipolarism and 
the birth of a European pole” with 
Russia in the leading role. In Fiore’s 
view “for those who have eyes to see, it is 
clear that it is in Moscow that reside our 
hopes of a new Europe”. Putin's “lucid 
will to put an end to national decline 
and bestow dignity to the people” has 
turned the “Russian national 
reconstruction” into a shining example 
of the new European identity. “Is it 
possible” asks the FN website “that 
Putin has read our programme?” 

As far as FN is concerned the 
European identity consists of a white 
Christian Europe with massive 
repatriation of immigrants, an anti- 
Islamic cordon sanitaire, expulsion of 
Gypsies, discrimination —_ against 
homosexuals, an end to abortion, and 
certain other provisions one can only 
imagine, all contributing to the creation 
of the kind of Europe of which Hitler 
and Mussolini would have been proud. 

Fiore’s praise for Russia indicates that 
he will try to propel the European 
National Front towards establishing 
stronger bonds with key figures on the 
far right there. For the time being 
however his Russian contacts are 
probably limited to the kind of nazis 
who beat up participants in the last gay 


pride demonstration in Moscow and 
who would be most welcome, no doubt, 
to spend a few days at the Cyprus 
summer camp. 

In the meantime FN is having a hard 
time stealing the limelight from the 
racist Northern League (one of the NLs 
town councillors recently advocated 
“nazi methods” to get rid of immigrants) 
and from the Fiamma Tricolore Party. 
which is claiming success in placing 
fascists in student union positions. 

FN can claim some advantage 
however when it comes to organising 
quick responses to events in the news, 
which it does by siding with the 
exploited, the poor, the homeless, the 
women threatened by immigrants or 
the children without toys. During last 
month’s garbage disposal crisis in 
Naples, FN militants rushed to the 
scene asking for the sacking of 
local government representatives and 
draconian sanctions against “those who 
enrich themselves at the expense of the 
dignity and health of local people”. 

The women’s groups of FN staged 
several public demonstrations recently 
to exploit the case of a Romanian 
atrested for rape and murder to 
underline their message that most 
rapists are foreigners (an FN poster 
shows a woman protected by a white 
hand, and black spidery hands hovering 
above), while in Merano, northern Italy, 
FN militants turned into Father 
Christmas by launching a collection of 
toys for “the less fortunate children” at a 
local kindergarten. ~= 


International 


Grandicse ambitions mask national- 


revolutionaries’ lack of ideology 


In December Searchlight examined the French fascist outfit Terre et Peuple and its 
leader Pierre Vial. This month Taz, reporting from Paris for Reflex and Antifa-Net, looks 
at another French far-right faction, the so-called Identitaires, who leapt to the defence 
of Nick Griffin, the British National Party leader, when he faced race hate charges. 


THE BLOC IDENTITAIRE 
attracted international attention when a 
charity associated with it was accused of 
deliberately discriminating against 
Muslims and Jews by distributing soup 
containing pork to homeless people. 
Paris City council banned the practice, 
which had started in 2004, on the 
grounds that it was racist and police 
closed the soup kitchens, but they 
reopened after a judge overturned the 
ban in December 2006. 

The Identitaires have been in almost 
constant change since their launch in 
August 2002, making the national- 
revolutionary movement difficult to 
assess. The opening meeting in Salon- 
de-Provence was attended by about 15 
activists drawn from Unité Radicale, the 
Mouvement National Républicain 
(MNR), the student Groupe Union 
Défense (GUD) strong-arm squad and 
the Front National (FN). They included 
Philippe Vardon, a hate rock musician, 
and André-Yves Beck. Also there were 
the seasoned right-wing extremists 
Fabrice Robert and Guillaume Luyt, 
former leading lights in Unité Radicale, 
which had been banned three weeks 
earlier after the abortive attempt by 
Maxime Brunerie, one of its members, 
to murder President Jacques Chirac. 

It was Vardon who organised the 
meeting, officially to form a fascist 
youth outfit, the Jeunesses Identitaires 
(JI). Robert and Luyt were excluded 
from the new group to avoid 
accusations that they were trying to 
relaunch Unité Radicale. 

By the time an adult structure, the Bloc 
Identitaire, was launched in April 2003 
at a meeting of 80 activists, they had 
dropped their caution. Robert became its 
president and Luyt its vice-president, 
heading a leadership that represented 
almost the whole of the French far right. 


(above) Fabrice Robert Identitaires president 
(below) Philippe Vardon hate rock musician 


Former activists of the FN, MNR, Unité 
Radicale and the GUD were brought 
together, functioning as both a hierarchy 
and a network. 

The same principle applied to local 
groups. Each had autonomy in 
managing its members, meetings and 
activities, but had to take part in 
national campaigns and _ distribute 
national publicity and propaganda 
material. In addition, a separation, 
largely fictitious, would be maintained 
between Jeunesses Identitaires, led by 
Vardon, which claim exaggeratedly to 
have 500 members and 45 branches 
across France, and the Bloc Identitaire, 
which is said to have 400 members in 35 
regions. Their quarterly ID Magazine 
(ID is an abbreviation for Identitaires 
but the letters are pronounced as idée — 
idea) is published in Belgium. 

The supposedly flexible quasi- 
federalist structures are intended to 
enable the two groups to be much more 
dynamic in promoting their own brands 
of national-revolutionary _ fascism. 
The Identitaires claim from the outset 
to have broken with the far-right 
politics of the past. They have removed 
all explicit reference to nazism, fascism 
and the violent behaviour and methods 
associated with them, but a clue to the 
real politics of the Bloc Identitaire can 
be found in its full title: Bloc Identitaire 
— Mouvement Social Européen. The 
European Social Movement, formed in 
Malm6 in 1951 by the French fascist 
Maurice Bardéche and former Waffen 
SS men, was one of the first postwar 
attempts to revive fascism in Europe. 

In fact their political baggage bulges 
with all the old fascist chestnuts — 
opposition to homosexuality, abortion, 
immigration, materialism, consumerism, 
“urbanism”, race-mixing and “cross- 
breeding”, “the victimisation of the 


European peoples”, French democracy, 
globalisation and “imperialism whether 
North American or Islamic”. What they 
are for is less clear. 

In reality the Identitaires’ federalism 
is bogus because Robert, Luyt, Vardon 
and more recently Jean-Baptiste 
Santamaria take all the major decisions 
on policy, strategy and tactics. 
While this seems to have allowed some 
development of the movement, it has 
also caused internal friction. Robert, 
Luyt and Vardon are all based in Nice 
and were felt to be dictating to activists 
in the rest of the country. Pressure from 
anti-fascists in Paris has helped deepen 
the Paris-Nice rift to the extent that the 


Bloc Identitaire and Jeunesses 
Identitaires now have full autonomy. 
The same instability exists within the 
Jeunesses Identitaires, which have 
suffered from a large turnover of 
members. Few of the first activists, who 
came from the MNR, remain. Recent 
recruits have included defectors from the 
FN’s youth movement, in particular in 
Lyon. The multiplicity of Jeunesses 
Identitaires blogs gives the impression 
that the organisation is widespread but, 
contrary to its own loud boasts, it appears 
limited to Nice, the Paris area, Lorraine, 
the Lyon area, Dauphiné, Franche- 
Comté, Languedoc and the Nord region. 
The movement has come up against 


No happy birthday for the VB 


Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet - RésistanceS in Brussels 


the law in Nord region, which is 
symptomatic of its difficulty in gaining 
a strong nationwide foothold. In Alsace 
local agreements with the  far- 
right regionalist Alsace First have 
dissuaded the Identitaires from setting 
up local branches. 

Vardon has now stood down from the 
movement’s national leadership to 
concentrate on his clothes shop, The 
Firm, in Nice, but that is unlikely to 
disrupt the operations of the Identitaires, 
who continue to function as a small 
group with grandiose ambitions. <j 


@ Next month’ Searchlight will look at 
the Identitaires activities. 


THE EXTREME-RIGHT Vlaams Belang (VB) celebrated its 
30th birthday with a “nationalist convention” in Antwerp 
on 9 December. In line with VB tradition, the ceremonies 
included a lot of singing, flag waving, yelling slogans and 
aggressive oratory from the party's leaders along with a 
tribute to the deceased Flemish nationalist “hero” Karel 
Dillen, who founded the Flemish Nationalist Party, the 
VB’s predecessor, in 1977. Dillen, the VB’s “president for 
life”, died in 2007 aged 81. 

No one was surprised when Filip Dewinter, the VB 
leader, made a fierce plea for Flemish independence from 
the Belgian state - “the one and only way out of the 
political crisis’ - and warned everyone about what he 
termed the “coming Muslim invasion” of Flanders. 

If anyone had had any doubts, the party made its 
radical anti-Muslim views crystal clear a couple of days 
before the convention by releasing 3,000 copies of a CD 
containing an “anti-Muslim song” The names of the 
professional musicians who made the recording for 
the VB are being kept secret. 

Dewinter also presented a booklet explaining the 
various supposed advantages of an independent Flemish 
state. The VB has had 2.5 million copies printed to 
distribute free throughout Flanders and Brussels in the 
coming weeks. 

But the VB, without doubt the most successful 
extreme-right party of Europe in the 1990s, did not really 
have much to celebrate. After two decades of spectacular 
electoral success, the party is in deep trouble. Despite the 
political crisis emanating from conflicts between the 
French-speaking community and the Flemish right - one 
of the VB's favourite themes — the nationalist-populist 
language of the party no longer attracts mass support. 

While the VB in recent years regularly polled more than 
22% in Flanders, with peaks of 30% and more in some 
regions, current support has plunged. A recent poll put 
the party at 15.8%, a fall of 3% compared to polls taken 
three months earlier. 


Most of those who are deserting 
the VB have gone to the Lijst 
Dedecker (LDD), a __ political 
newcomer led by the populist 
Jean-Marie Dedecker. Its support 
has now passed the 10% mark, 
much to the frustration of 
Dewinter, who offered Dedecker a 
privileged place in the VB barely a 
year ago when Dedecker was 
kicked out of the Flemish Liberal 
Democrat Party for which he was a senator. 

A majority of the VB’s leadership had rejected 
Dewinter’s proposal, apparently worried about 
Dedecker’s impact on their party. Their decision was a 
strong indication of Dewinter’s weakened position in the 
party caused by his unexpected defeat in the 2006 local 
elections in Antwerp. Rejecting the invitation to 
Dedecker was probably the first time that the rest of the 
VB’s leaders dared to say no to Dewinter. 

The cordon sanitaire that hamstrings the VB politically 
also explains the mess the party finds itself in. People see 
little point in supporting a party with which the political 
mainstream refuses to cooperate. The LDD does not have 
that problem. It can win support with its in raw populism 
and simple language and is not hampered by being an 
anti-democratic party and blaming immigrants for 
everything that goes wrong. 

Dedecker is in many people’s eyes a charismatic figure 
who is very good at playing the political underdog, a role 
previously played by Dewinter and his extremist friends. 

The VB leadership has not yet discovered a strategy yet 
to cope with a new situation that only seems to generate 
internal conflicts. The party is clinging to its nationalist 
“core business” more than ever, dropping the struggle for 
the family-friendly image it strove desperately to develop 
over the past decade. So far only the party's radicals are 
applauding its new steps. ~@ 


Jean-Marie Dedecker 
Picture: Play the Game/ 
Niels Nyholm. 
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Immigration (DPNI) urging his 
fellow nationalist extremists to 
infiltrate the Russian govern- 
ment and seek to influence its 
“evolution from the inside”. 
There is no sign that President 
Putin is having second thoughts 
about Rogozin’s new post. 
Meanwhile, Rogozin’s _ less 
restrained allies on the far right 
are continuing their violent 
offensive. In the latest killing in St 
Petersburg in mid-January, nazis 
are suspected of knifing a 
Kazakh citizen in the back six 
times and cutting his throat, 
while in Moscow a student from 
Cameroon was beaten 


is an outspoken far-right nationalist 
who has urged his fellow nationalists 
to infiltrate the state. 

Dmitri Rogozin’s appointment, 
which has drawn criticism from human 
rights organisations, demonstrates the 
strengthening of Russian nationalism 
and is an indication of the increasingly 
strained relationship between Russia 
and the West. 

A former member of parliament for 
the nationalist Rodina (Homeland) 
party, Rogozin replaces General 
Konstantin Totsky. Speaking on Ekho 
Moskvy radio, he said the job would be 
“an extremely important mission - to 
maintain normal, constructive 
relations with such a difficult partner”. 


Please send donations to: Russian 
Human Rights Solidarity Campaign, 
c/o Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, 
Essex IG5 ONG 


Or pay directly into our account at: 
Russian Human Rights 
Solidarity Campaign 

Branch Sort Code: 40-03-36 
Account Number: 41284479 

IBAN : GB76MIDL40033641284479 
SWIFT CODE : MIDLGB22 


For online donations and further 
information please visit 
www-.searchlightmagazine.com 


Amid mounting concern in recent 
years about the rapid rise in hate- 
motivated attacks on minorities, 
Rogozin has been at the forefront of 
his own form of “rights for whites” 
campaign, promoting the cause of 
ethnic Russians and organising 
nationalist demonstrations. 

In 2005 Rodina, which he led at the 
time, was barred from the Moscow 
legislative elections after running a 
campaign advertisement that was 
widely seen as_ racist. However, 
because President Vladimir Putin has 
publicly criticised nazi groups and 
racist and antisemitic incidents, 
Rogozin has tried to avoid too direct an 
association with extreme nationalists. 

Emboldened by his new-found sta- 
tus he now appears to have scattered 
caution to the winds. He has issued a 
statement on the website of the ultra- 


unconscious in what police believe 
may have been a racist attack. 

Even when those who commit such 
killings and assaults are convicted, the 
punishments are often lenient, despite 
Putin's much-trumpeted claims of a 
crackdown on racist crime. In January a 
court in Balakhna, in the Nizhny 
Novgorod region, only handed down 
suspended sentences on nine youths 
who severely wounded and 
hospitalised two Azeri market traders. 
According to the reliable Moscow 
monitoring agency, the SOVA Centre, 
the one-year suspended sentences 
were given on hate crimes charges, but 
the youths were acquitted of forming 
an extremist group. After the attack, 
which occurred in January 2007, the 
police denied that the youths were 
nazis despite numerous media and 
eyewitness reports to the contrary. 


HUNGARY: Hungarian Guard accused of racism 


BUDAPEST’S PROSECUTOR has accused the recently 
established far-right paramilitary Hungarian Guard (MG) 
of racism, homophobia and antisemitism and asked a court 


to outlaw it. 


The MG held an anti-Roma rally in Tatarszentgyorgy, 
near Budapest, in December at which members turned up 
wearing nazi-style uniforms. A spokesman for the 
prosecutor's office has warned that MG is guilty of 
generating fear among minority groups, particularly the 
Roma, who form around 5% of the country’s population. 

The MG was launched in August 2007 by Jobbik, a 
small extreme-right party with about 600 members. At the 


Prosecutors in Nizhny Novgorod 
have brought hate crimes charges 
against three residents of the city 


for an assault on 15 November 
last year on an Uzbek citizen in 
which the attackers screamed 
“Death to the Uzbeks!” and other 
racist slogans and filmed the 
incident for the internet. 

Also, according to the SOVA Centre, 
seven members of a nazi gang are 
facing trial in Yekaterinburg in 
connection with a murder on 13 
January 2007 when members of a 
mob calling itself Sieg-88 attacked a 
man they took for a non-Russian. 
After smashing him to the ground 
with fists and broken bottles, they 
brutally stabbed him to death. 
They have been charged with 
creating an extremist society and 
racially motivated murder. ~a 


founding ceremony, members swore oaths of allegiance in 
front of over a thousand Jobbik supporters waving red and 
white striped Arpad flags, similar to those used by Hungary’s 


fascist Arrow Cross regime during the Second World War. 


Meanwhile, the shadowy far-right Hungarian Arrows 


National Liberation Army has claimed responsibility for a 
vicious and cowardly assault on a television presenter in his 
underground garage in mid-December. Sandor Csintalan’s 
assailants, who called him a “Jew hireling”, said the attack 
was a warning and an attempt to kill him. The same 
organisation has claimed responsibility for firebombing 
homes of Socialist MPs in November. 


Telling the story of the battle against racism and fascism in Britain during the last 
century this new book from Searchlight is a celebration of our history. Charting the 
highs and lows of anti-fascism, From Cable Street to Oldham is a tribute to all those 
who have helped marginalise rightwing extremism over the years. 


Available now for only t 5 99 


Price for Europe £8.49, rest of the world £10.49 (cash only or pay via Paypal at www.searchlightmagazine.com) 


Please send copies of From Cable Street to Oldham 
Name 
Address 
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Return to Searchlight , PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG Cheques payable to Searchlight 
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